October 1Bth, 1941

¥rs. Beatrix Farrand, :
Reef Point, Bar Harbor, Haine.

Dear Hrs, ?&rﬁ&:ﬁz

: : You don't know how pleased I was to get your most helpful
letter of October 3.1.%:1, with the re-written short talk, or rather with new

and more deseriptive pursses. Ploase don't ever think twice of criticising

. my stuff for what it the world would I be like without your guyiding and so
helpful sid, I knew the talk wus stilted and yet I wasnt*t able to do any '
more with it, so rather than wait for inspiration, I sent it off, not intending
to add more work, but because }: knew you were the only one who could gulde me

in the right direction. ;

= mﬁmtxgmy sgree with you that I mat be most careful in

"y revarks as no doubt many garden visitors will be only too auxious to spread

sny reports, sspecially unfavorable oncs, so I shall do my best to avold the

pitfalls. I have started to re-write the talk bul before I could get it ready

I have been besleged with people who hud to be guided around the gardens, So

while my office iz mot yet in working order, I am, and have been going every day
through the gardens with some one or two until Thursday when the first horde of

children descended on us, Two zchools cave Tﬁm‘&é&»‘ afterncon from Georgetown

public schools with their teachers and while they were porbaps a little young to

imb be much garden lore, they seomed to have a grand time withal and especially

the Catalogue House. The second group was a little older and more interested in

the names of things, It gave me an opportunity to show olf a litile in the rose
garden anyvay and with practice I think I can acquire more conf iii&?iﬁﬁ in my ability

to speak to the sultitude.

Yesterday we had 75 Wﬁiﬁ"“‘w and one lone man from the Twentietn Cm&m»y
Club's Mature group - a great many of tis ladies belong to the gurden clubs so I was
on my toes. It mas very hard to keep in touch with such a large nusber and I had
to fail bsck et times to keep the tail-enders from feeling mgi.ﬁtswd, They stoyed
&a imw and three cuarters and were very appreciative of the opportunity to visit

umds again. Yauy thought now that the Blisses wers gone they would never be

mv;w& again to Dumbarton Osks snd wien I told them of the plans for open days on '
Saturdays and Wedneedsy mornings, they all seemed o pleased at the prospect,

ﬁr. Tuacher has tried to work out a scaedule giving three afterncons
& week to school children, with two howrs visit, l.e. two classes of one hour ecacig
‘thes on Wodnesday morning from perhaps mz“%ﬁ to 12:00 and on Saturdays from 2115 to
4200, I expect wher the news if publiched there will be & mob the {irst day and
I really feel it will be impossible for ome porson te lead them arcund for they all
want to stray off on their own, but I'm willing to try it apd see if it will %ﬂﬁ,
ifter the first &sw we ¢an %a}.l better how to amﬂﬁ@ m v

I am stiil without & desk mostly because I haven't Bisd time to gat
m and buy one but am heving Honday off instead <f today so wiil go downtown and
m m I m find Wﬂdmm The underworld is more covfortable so far as
P CTATE o light wﬁ izm are mmmaé mﬂ 3 wsul mgwﬁly have m
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: The Secretary of the Amorican Horticultural Society called on Mr, Thacher
and ssked if they might hold their annual meeting here in Hovewber and he has
offered the: the use of the Drawing Room for their afterncon and evening meetings.
As was always offered by Hrs., Bliss in previous ysars, the nembers will be persitted
4o go avound the grounds in the afterncom.  Miss Milholland, callsd me yesterday
to see if ‘e could let her have some idea of our future plans so that she might
communicate them to their President in advance of the November meeting, and also
- asked in what way they might be of use to use. I am going to see Wiss ¥, one day
this week and see what they have in mind to do, - If they car give the gardens some
publicity through their garden clubs I think it will help & lot. Auyway, I'‘m
 anxious to see what they propese to do to cooperate. e

, I find I am gaining much useful knowledge as I go along and the future

b This morning I received your leiter in re Bryce and will do what I '‘van to
get him avound to writing. He is busy doing all kinds of jobe in addition %o his
regular work and they've even tried to get him to take churge of the housenen. and
waids at the (uarters § This between ourselves. :

i Tomorrow the Potomac Rose Society in addition to the Baltimore and northers
Virginia branches of the W, A. G, are comin. to sce the clrysanthemums and Bryee :
has asked me to Ytake over' the Potomac Rose Society to help him out, which I'm
glad to do and perhaps I may be sble to puke some contacts and gel some useful
information for my own work in the gardems. : :

I can*t tell you how grateful I am now and always for your solicitude and
your helpful suggestions. I hate to add one more burden to your already OVEL -
crowded scheduls but ‘I hope thls is mot too gerrulous and that it will convey my
sincere aypreciation for your kindly interest and friendlinecs. :

I hope Hr. Farrand continues to improve in ‘the healthful Waine alr and
verything is peaceful in your lovely home which remains to me a beautiful

Very sincersly yours,




