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Sept.16,1941

Mr.James Bryce
3203 S Street
Washington, D.C.

Dear Bryce:

Your letter of the 12th came yesterday snd I have teken u day
to think the matter over so plesse don't blame me for undue delay in
answerings I am 8o glad Yo hesr from you that the chenge im the
gurege for Mre Thacherts lodgings is un improvement es it was too
bad not to heve the building more used.

Like you I wus profoundly sorry to hear thet the Ambassador
hed hed the muisence of an attack of phlobitis. The fect that none
of us have heard from either of them in the las% days is to my mind
reassuring rather then slaming. PFrobebly before tomorrow is over
there will be an enw to & telegram which I sent Mrs, Bliss
couple of nights e ing for nowss :

Hr. Farrand gets on very slowly but to the doctor's setisfaction
if not to his owns The doctors are both satisfied thet his progross
is normel end thet one muct expect ewvorything %o go more quietly
with him then for a men of fewer yearss It seems ruther unlikely,
however, thet I shall went to leave lr, Ferrand for st Becst another
two or three weeks wuntil he is more independent and has more liberty
of movement. He is up and ebout the garden & good meny times a day

but es yet isn't strong emough for driving or we any distance,

Haturally ell the news wes greedily read end I was glad to
hear thet you sre reemesking the lewns and that the new lanegeress
appeers likely to use much of your meteriel. Certainly i%is not
worth while o grow Primule melacoides or oboonica s the only
remgon it was pub on the list wes thet we thought the Inglish seed
would germinate, As to the Ranunculus end snemones you sesmed so
sure last spring thet you heve have & plentiful stoock of them that
these we e put on the list and I em sorry thst you have lost them.
Have they rotted or what happened? If Vaterer can ineresse the
Froesia order I will ssk him to do it espocislly in the sort lmryon
which you so mueh like,

I shall look forwerd with plemsure %o seeing your lovely
Chrysanthemams which you sey promise welle
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As %o the question of using the cocol greephouse on the west
side of the service court for liss Sweeney, evenbuaslly this may be
the wise thing to do but to my way of thinking it would be exceedingly
unwise now Lo ask lre Thecher to meke & complete ghift in everything
we have previously asked him to dos IHe at present is working on the
question of using & park of the storage of lirs. Dliss's and perhaps
a pisce of the laundry for Uiss Swoeney's use and until Miss Sweeney
' or another guide (if Miss Sweeney finds the work less interesting than
we now think it will be) has reclly mede herself a part of the organisae
tion end hes proved her usefulness it would seem to me s misbake to
think of chenging the Cstalopue House and its exhibite from its present
position up %o the cool house. For the immediste present it seems
to me thet we had much betler go sheed on the plen ss outlined, This
firet year is 68 we &1l know & trial year, if we succeed as well ss
we hove we will we cen slmost dickate our own torms end where our
meotings are to be, but until we hsve proved thet we are ss useful
a8 we think we are going to be I donu't think we would be listened %o
by people who re:lly are far more interssted in the Byzantine and
Wedieval side of the worke There is no dowbt that if the work
for Miss Sweerey meterialises a meeting plece perhaps better than
the Orangery will have to be thought out but it would seem to we
rather bad policy to whisk the material out of the Ceimlogue House
end install it elsewhere before I had had time to talk the matter
over with Mrs. Bliss snd gek her to agree that it was & wise rove,
I think you will understand from this letter thet I am most interested
in your suggestion end will of course bear it in mind but for the
moment it would not seem to me wise poliey to change our uminds eand
ask for something different even before our first roguest is granted.

I shell hoye %o write you within s few days sgein, With best
regards to lilse Sweensy, snd pleese tell her that the weather is as
lovely es it was while she wes hereyeperhsps thet will meke her even
more houesicke

Yours very truly,

(sgd) Beatrix Farrend

ec to lliss Sweeney



