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Mrs. Robert Woods Bliss
1837 28th Street
Washington, D. C.

Mildred my very dear:

This is & "working" letter ss it will embody various suggestions
which Mr. Patterson and I heve talked over since his return from Dumberton
et the end of May.

There has been a deley in preparing the report for you as the
Arnold Arboretum hes been rether insistent in receiving & preliminary report
end wenting Mr. Patterson and me %o get started on reconstruction work, so
Oakdom has suffered and this I am sure you and Mr., Thacher will forgive,.

Many deteils of upkeep have been telked of end I think we all
unanimously agree that much thinning is required, as in meny cases even
two years ago at my last visit some of the plantations were clearly quite
out of scale with their setting. This is particularly true of much of
the orchard plentation on the hill north of the herb gerden end elsc of
the Star end some of the hill plentetions north of the swimming pool: |
it is going %o be & heart-bresking job to do this thinning as it should
be done becsuse it has been so long neglected that obviously the Effect
is going to be unplessant for the first few years efter the necessary
pruning and removals have been done. Then too the use of the Orangery
hes chenged since it was e happy meeting ground for your guests at tea
time. Now it is & point of meeting end dispersal for the meny visitors
to the gardens and in a way of course it should be more impersonal snd
better adapted to its present purpose. I have long felt that the Ficus
was oo invesive and personally I should rather see it very considerebly
curtailed than to have it quite as enveloping as it was in the days of

_the pleasant tea parties. Think this over end see whether you will let us
" at least stert to do some pmuning end note the results as it progresses.

This is not meent to add another detail to your many duties but simply that
you should know thét es always we are working hand in hand and side by side,
end looking from almost the same pair of eyes at surroundings which both

of us love,

Clearly & good deal of fairly costly reconstruction work will
have to be done in the way of re-planting, particulerly if the herbaceocus
borders are sltered gccording to the suggestions made. It will in all
likelihood be necessery to widen some of the brick welks end we shall -alas -
have to build & safe flight of steps from the rose gerden to the herbsceous
border, as there is no really sensible and safe approsch from one section
to the other, es the approach by way of the Fountain Garden end Lovers Lane
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is so roundebout that ir all likelihood crowds could not be made to
follow this route.

The accompanying notes are brief and abrupt but they will show you the
trend of ideas on which Mr. Patterson and I have been working. He seems
in such hearty sympathy with Dumbarton end to admire its beauty so under=
stendingly that I feel we are lucky in having so friendly an eye to help use

At the end of this week Mr. Patterson and I trot off to the Armold
Arboretum for a day's work just to see what seems ahead of us. No one can
lnow better than you whet a privilege it is to be allowed %o show my gratitude
to Professor Sergert in trying to maintain the Arboretum as he thought of
it when I was a student. How amused he would have been in the old days to
neve thought that I might come back to the Arboretum es a student and as &

helper.

A very nice letter came from Professor Sachs congratulating me
on the appointment to the Arboretum and I was emused to have MNr. Thecher
say he thought the Arboretum appointment would in all likelihood meke the
Durmberton (eks machine run more smoothly as regards tne Harvard point of views

Your ever devoted
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Yr, Thgeher om Jr. "atterson's fortheouing visit in Jwe.
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lirs. %m&é strongly wm dragtic pruning of the -
Fious in the orangery so thet it mmy sgein be & decorstion
rather then an envelopment to tiis lovely litile bui'ding.
. Hrse Farrend would like to ses slmost the whole of the
? esst end of the orsngery free of Flous end further evieg 3
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g tir. Pattorson snd m Farrend elso sgree con-letely o
- thet sefe and eomiorbeble stops sre essential boiweeon
/ tho north gate of the rose gerden snd the south en
(%o the herbegecus border. lrs. Fermend is thsrofore
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E};&m ﬁjm lewels betmeen these two % T'{f,
Sty 04 #*ﬁ»*s&wn :;Mi aan o i
Mr%?i M‘ﬁ%ﬁmﬁ*{g #ss Gecided upon othor pleces
the well plentisg on the vorth fm of mmrm Coks
/hcssse end the tennis ocurt well, and ip ell likelihood
to meke 8 record of shat seecus desirshle in the way of
- perganent gimﬂag end its miaﬁw% 7‘1}% P s m}
Fron ;uq,, P i
9 Additiomal ﬁ:aimsizg is probebly m\%ﬁ?aﬁ in the ?Mﬁtﬁm‘
+ around the border of the east lewn end poséidly sose thinn
\in the orcherd north of the herb gerden end the rose g;aréw.
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A most constructive pugpestion s mﬁ# b;y i%z'. Patierson
with regerd to the tresctment of the horbacecus border
wmﬁ iia wmmﬂ is & yasult @f’ %ﬁw &gmum% %ﬁl
ix maﬁ%ﬁrnm of mmm mmm had m
provicusly suggested, ihet 8 resvy border of deciducus
mﬁmxw&ﬁmﬁhﬁmﬁwﬁi&w&m@%w

‘ in eyder to replace the two Tow hedges which are diffieult

e

U $ions or low stwe welle. Stine. b

to suintein snd which will become inoressiogly unsightly
es they becons uoro aged. Instesd of & long wall down the
steep slope this border of shrube will give en (nformsl
lines S0 tho border and will sorsover narroew the spsce quite
considerably for the planting of rerbace-us and envual
planise This should deerease the cost of upkeep mtw’iaz iye
Arourd the two Yess at the top end botionm of the walk

low stone walle night be construeted of spprox aately m
holghd of the Yew hedges and jow storne wslls scross the
sast sod of the upoor kitchen rarden, The construction af
these low wells and the replscement of e hedge on the
eloping ground will silow the eli iration of sll the Yew
hedges by either pormsoent and essily wg&% clanisie
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O The plentizg on el ther side of the herbasescus border eould
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well be mede hersonious with both the oroberd on the south

¢ side snd ine stone wells on the worth side of the steps.
y/m/,{,\_, NW/L il e

The temporsry wooden reil Pence &eg&m be wuek wore thore

oughly covaered with evergress orespors such as homeysutkle
or vy, €0 that the reil lesge would dissppear and become

wore like & sesotios of the wells. The re-plentivg end ro-

/ftméniwg of the nlgnting in the porth viste seeus o

B

necessity as clearly the two Yew ¢lumps on either side of
-~ the north estrence do not lock well. These should be row
" moved, -oseibly two g Box clumps from She rose gerdem
‘might be sleced in the noritiesst and norithwest corserse

A8 the szaless in the Star ere wapnificent ss plents but

L/@wrgm s aceents %o this sm}, it i suggested Ued

!

the largest of these plenis be Seken out snd used on the
berik north of the swismaing pool end thet the ovargromn
plants §$ rovlaced by malier ones of the same sort.
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A% Dumbarton @8 in most other places one of the serious
problems eoncerns the parking of mofor cars. The space in
front of the south door is clesrly insdequate for orowds snd
\ /es chauffeur-driven cars arc o exception rather than the
/rule in these days it would Scem nesessary to find & perking
i space more or less adjesent to the grounds and %o keep the -
-small parking srea in front of the front door for cars of
invelids.
/ From lir. Pattersonts report it is also quite clesr that
| ereepers have bemn allowed to grow to undue size and thet they
% hide the views whieh used to be attractive from the box
terrace to the rose garden and that they over-encumber the
walls and steps leading from the bex terrace to the rose
garden. It wight even be wise to clear & space where a view
- of the rose garden could ¢ onveniently be seen from both the
south and the north borders im the box terrace, and to
i restrain the ereepers in their uncurbed enthusiasm,

On ir. Patterson's next Jjourney many of these details will
be discussed and further studies made of individual areag
end consultetions as to the walk widenings seem also desire
able,
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