MADE IN ENGLAND.

BeaTRIX FARRAND
LanDscarPE GARDENER
ReEerF PoiINT
Bar HARBOR, MAINE

May 21,1948
Mrs. Robert Woods Bliss ;
1537 28th Street I
Washington, D, C,

Darling Milrob:

Your telegram hes just been given me and werms my affectionate old
heart. Give me an idea if you cen when you are going to try to telephone me
on the week-end of the 28th so that I shall not be clinling trees in Northeast
Harbor or sway from Reef Point et the wrong moment., I+t will be good again
tb hear your voice.

Very few people have been told of the good fortune that has come
to Reef Point. The story is rether a long one but will be ebbrevisted for vou.
Some short time ago a list of duplicate books of the Massechusetts Horticule
tural Society wes sent me end my eve wes caught by the modest item:-

"278. JFKYLL, GERTRUDE A collection of plens, working drawings end
accompanying letters on gerdens designed by the English lendscape
architect, Gertrude Jekyll.

At once the Society wes written to esking them to reserve this lot until I saw it.
To cut a long story short the papers which have been bought for Reef Point seem
to be the entire output of Gertrude Jekyll's long and digtinguished career,
together with her own menuscript plens, meny letters from snd to her clients.

Her nephew has explained thet he geve the material to the Royal Horticulturasl
Society as his contribution toward their Red Cross sale fund =nd that it con-
stituted practically the entire inventory of her work, It seems too good to

be true but provision will be mede for housing, indexing and cering for it as

one of the treasures of Reef Point.

We are going bravely on buying books for Dumbarton and if you went
to call a halt do so, but it seems almost essentiel to snateh the rere books
when they appesr in the sales, and as you have alraady told me thet you want
to make the collection I am going ahead but won't do enything thst seems to
me extravagent,

Some time ago I warned you that you would be asked to become a
vatron among the Friends of the Arnold Arboretum, The moment has now arrived
and the implication is & {100, subsecription with the hope of continuing this
subscription for four or five VEB TS, Like every other institution the Arboretum
is & 1little short of resdy cesh and they do desperately want to begin their
azalea plantation, but they sey wistfully, "We don't hope to be able to grow
them as well as you do at Reef Point, " which naturelly mekes Reef Pointers
preen their festhers with excitement, Bless you my desr, this is all for today,
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