Xovember 13, 1940

tirs, Robert Woods Bliss, |
Dumbarton Oaks,
2101 R Street, :
washington, D.C.
Dearest Gardening Twin and Robert too:

How relieved you must be to know that Dumbarton
is now safely across the bridge and under the shield afvyerw
manent Harvard. While the wrench 1s desperately hard, the
sense of security is entirely = worth while, and I am glad
for you that you have this comfort in spite of the pain it has
meant,

Naturally, Max and I followed every hour of all
the apanipg festivities, from the staff reception, of which
¥r. Russell told me, to the formal reception, all the confer-
ences, and the intervening lunches, dinners and festivities.

I wish we might have been there with you, but frankly nelther
of us are valid yet for so continuous a performance, ﬁag is
definitely getting better and strong and is very wisely taking
care of himself and, but for eyes which trouble him still from
time to time, and a lack of endurance, he is all right, As for
me, there 1s no question of a gentle volce muttering pleasant
inanities as to my being well, because that 1s not true, but
1t is true that I am definitely stronger than two months ago,
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and that the troublesome stome bruise on the sole of my foot
is also definitely disappearing., It has been a long, hard,
uphill trek, but after all, 'the bank account has been very
steadily QVﬁfﬁramn for well over forty years and I suppose
pay day must come sooner or later, You can put me off your
mind definitely as to worry. It 1s a terrifiec bore and hard to
gauge Just how slowly to go and, of course, there are many
tumbles on the uphill road, but it is all right, and I hope
by the end of the winter that I shall at least be walid for
a reasonable, mild day's work.

Haturally I am ﬁﬂart~hrakan not to have been
able to make the last personal visit to Dumbarton, but that,
after all, is only a minor regret. |

How, as tﬁ‘ﬁhﬁ general work, Hlss Havey and I
have been in close communication and I have written her fairly
fully sbout all the different things and am grateful, beyond
measure, to her for having carrled so much of th&'wgrk in my
absence, lLettering 1s entirely safe in her hands. She is
really extraordinarily good at it in spacing and quality.

I go back to your letter of July Eétk.
1. Delighted the Forsythia arch cartouch has been éﬁﬁ, benches
A : [
finlished, and am keen to see where the bird bath h@s been placed

§

’/:
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near the step platfarmm

2, Iilac eircle. I hope this has worked out to your satisfaction.
S & 4. Sexviaa gates and caps made and in place, Excellent, I
hope to have photographs of these from Mlss Havey.

B+ Decision to nsa.lﬁmmgtaﬁﬂ quite correct.

6. Paint colors belng worked on; blue aatiafactary/and hope

the creams and reds are good by this time and the greens also.

7. Terrior seat probably now finished.

8. Quite sarry the shell was not feasible for the fountain in
the 11&@3 trellis.

9. DPinlals being made &n frult far south wall of Dumbarton.

I, too, am sorry this has had to be, but hope it 1s not dis-
appointing to you.

10, Hurray, for the usability of the bamboo iron seat!}

11. Decision made on Dumbarton Oaks Park.

12, Sp foolish of me not to have told Dryce to move the drain
from the east slde of the ellipse so that 1t would not @fannh
the newly placed seat, ‘ \

13. Delighted the bluestone path north of the Museum is good.
14, I felt sure the trellis on the south side of the service
driveway would work out well,

15, Regarding the finishing of the pl&nting around the south
buildiug‘ ‘
‘ Now, as to the letter of October 19th. I pass
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over all the political and war sltuation as, if we went into

this, the real business end of this letter would never be reached,
lir, Russell told me about Robert's unfortunate |

accident and I grieved deeply for him, knowing how terribly he

would mind and how hard it would be for both of you. I trust

it is ail over and settled now,

‘ ga to the great white oak. You do not say which
one this is, but I suppose it must be the one in the Green Gar-
den, whiah'haa been 111 for the last two years, It will be a
dreary loss to have 1t go, but I confess not being surprised
as I know Mr, Thompson, Bryce and I &Etu&lly wondered whether
the tree would come into leaf this last summer. Of course, this
Green Garden tree may not be the one you speak of. It might be
the one at the foot of the east lawn or one of the big ones
down by the brook, I fear, however, 1t 1s the one in the Green
Garden. Shall you try and replace it by a youngster? It would
seem to me most desirable to do thia‘evau'thﬂugh,it will look
awkward for a number of years. I do not know whether I should
have the courage to do it myself, but I know it ought to be
done! ;

Miss ‘Havey has sent me her sketch drawings for
1. The big inscription on the west wall of the north %uaaﬁﬂ.
Building. It seemed well spaced and good, "
2. The sketch for the "eared" seat against the west wall of the
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west loggia. I wish it had not been guite so rocoéo, but you
kmow basﬁ whether 1t fits in with its rather elegant surround-
ings and fine detall,

5. The =Dbench for the niche in the Nuseum entrance, which seemed
to me aiaallant‘ '

4. The sketch for the &aﬁchi two chairs and table for the plat=
form in the court, ' »

5. The position of the cornerstone and notes as to its charming
insceription.

Miss Hﬁv&? tells me you are working on inscriptions
for the front door, Perhaps these are for the painted ones you
and I have discussed for the Inside of the vestibule, where they
would look sa‘hﬁnﬁsoma as wa;l decoration. She &lﬁo tells me
you are asking for bench designs for the ellipse and that you
had a vague notion of using something 1ik: the bulk of the benches
in the north vista. I think she must have mistaken your ideas on
this as you and I have always "seen" the ellipse as a very qulet
and almost classical place, so thdt fh@ bancheé for this space
ﬁa nave always thought of as haing,yaﬁriy purely classical and
without much ornament, Perhaps in é rather finﬁi'matarial, and
if not, of marble or some fine stone. Miss Havey also says you
are going to have the inscriptions cut on the Farﬁythié oircle
and along the outer rim of the Forsythia circle. I shall be
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keen to know what these are, One thing has not been mentioned

and that 1s the necesslty for some sort of a wooden gate across
the hazel walk when ﬁh& transfer is made to park, This, I think
ought to be in mind unless it has already been aeaamgliah;d, |

yﬁh@ several things you and I have talked of for

the dim future are probably to be lald away for the present,
such as the dipping well, the wall dlal and the little wall
around the south parking space opposite the front door. It would
seem to me well to study this last fairly soon, as the nore 1
general use of this yarking space, perhaps unwatched with as
much care as in the past, will make some sort of barrier im-
perative. I should dearly love to be "in" on this,

' What a comfort and relief it must have been to
Bryce to know that he and his men are to go on in the care of
their beloved grann&s and with you nearby,

Please feel entirely free to write me or to keep
gsllent., I am guite able to work for a short space of time and
there 1s no place which lies nearer my heart than Dumbarton,
and of which I think more steadily, affectionately and grate~
fully. You and I are so twined in among the roots and growth
of the place that we cen never separate from it, and are tied

thereby to each other, As yau‘aﬁe not only going through the
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struggle of final settling and unsettling, but the moving and
transfer, I shall expect no news from you until there iz a time

which 1s not stolen at three o'clock in the morning. |

ﬁé Eérkalay‘ﬁyﬁika has been staying with us, we
sent him up to Santa Barbara just to have a "look see", and as
our car was taéing him up, I sent a series of questions to
Imeking, which he has answered satlsfactorily. They are malinly
routine questlons as to the need of fertillzers, yruning‘énﬁ
genarai upkeep and these I will answer to him and send a carbon
to you of the letter which goes to him and send another carbon
to Mr, Russell, As I hope to go to Santa Barbara before very
long, it seemed to me sensible for me to ask you if you would
like me to have a look at Casa Dorinda, It would seem to me

rather sensible.

Now an end to this long screed, With a fond hﬂ&s‘
even though in type,

Your ever own,



