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Preface

It is with great pleasure that we welcome the reader to this, the first volume ever put
together on the subject of Byzantine gardens. Presented here are the revised versions of
papers delivered by scholars expert on different facets of Byzantine history and/or garden
history at the colloquium “Byzantine Garden Culture,” which was held in November 1996
at Dumbarton Oaks. Information on the genesis of this colloquium can be found in the
first two papers of this volume written by Joachim Wolschke-Bulmahn and Antony
Littlewood.

We should like to thank Angeliki Laiou, the director of Dumbarton Oaks at the time,
who offered us the opportunity of holding the colloquium. Especial thanks are due also to
the director of Byzantine Studies, Alice-Mary Talbot, and the then-acting director of Stud-
ies in Landscape Architecture, Terence Young, both of whom wholeheartedly supported
the project and graciously hosted the colloquium.

Antony Littlewood
Henry Maguire

Joachim Wolschke-Bulmahn
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