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Italic numbers indicate f igures.
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Adams, Richard, 72
agriculture

field systems, 6
swidden systems, 31
technology, 157
terraces, 6, 337
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Altar de Sacrif icios, 55, 460n
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Structure B-4, 458, 459

Sun God’s tomb, 458
Tomb B-4/7, 459
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amulet. See ancestors: image
ancestors, 21, 271, 281, 286, 287, 418.

See also glyphs: nah; Copan:
hieroglyphic stairway; rituals
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burial ritual, 271
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depictions, 281, 282, 283, 284–287

portraiture, 281, 293
First Father, 510
First Mother, 510
as guardians, 273
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inheritance, 416
interments, 274, 279
pairs, 285
shrines, 272, 281, 284, 450
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underworld location, 286
veneration, 272, 281
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529n
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buildings; dwellings; metaphors;
personif ication; rituals

Antonaccio, Carla, 293
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archaeology. See also excavations

formation processes, 123
of households, 257

patterning of  debris, 168–169
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architects, 5, 248, 525, 527n, 529

apprenticeship, 530
indigenous terms, 529
status, 529

architecture. See also buildings; built
environment; construction;
construction process; Cuello;
glyphs; masonry; stone

access analysis, 19, 40, 146, 147, 523
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ings, 49–50
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Lincoln Cathedral, 525
design, 18, 19, 223
discovery, 6
energetic studies, 41
engineering, 124, 530
evocation of  memories, 195, 203
experiencing kinetic aspects, 356
f loor marker, 228
f loors, 278, 299, 324
formal properties, 187
function, 6, 150–155, 299

def inition of, 3
historical development, 18
history, 271
layering, 299
meaning, 1, 6, 155
metaphors, 349
methods of  excavation, 1, 16, 18
monumental, 12
multivocality, 523
narrative, 195, 208
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for performance, 27, 192, 193, 239,

271
dramaturgy, 360

phenomenology, 333
Pre-Classic masks, 82
public, 30
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reconstruction, 531
related to social complexity, 50
restoration, 14, 40
royal, 522
seating capacity, 240
shrines, 288, 292
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specialization, 530
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as texts, 224
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the Bacabs
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Balakbal, 68, 69, 70
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theater state, 244, 247
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yugo, 27
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Becker, Marshall, 278, 288, 300n
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bloodletting. See rituals
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Room 3, 509
Sculpted Stone 1, 341n
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Structure 1, 456, 464n
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Boone, James, 162
Bourdieu, Pierre, 142, 144–145
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Bronson, Bennett, 31
Bruce, Robert, 394
Brunskill, Ronald, 30, 524n
Buddha, 38
Buenavista del Cayo, 74
buildings. See also house; monuments;

palaces
abandonment, 160
circular structures, 85
commoner house, 141
conventions of  depiction, 334, 335
defacement, 301
design, 524
entablature, 482, 486n
investigations, 7
models, 338

ventilation holes, 337
naming practices, 29

given personal names, 380, 395–
396
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Old World comparisons, 7
Pre-Classic, 49
radial stairways for f ire making

structures, 442
roofs

beam-and-mortar, 130, 132
combs, 479
crests, 247
mansard, 188
pinched, 337–338

scaffolds, 6, 26, 339, 509
superstructures, 132
temple models

as texts, 225
waybil, “resting place,” 429

types, 187. See also pyramids; rituals:
sweatbaths; temples; tombs
dwellings, 13–14
houses, 15
symbolic houses, 519–520

vernacular structures, 30
built environment, 7, 15, 17, 23, 35,
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39, 271, 276, 280, 293, 333, 363
cognitive dimension, 26, 33
definition, 5
design, 18
forms, 6
as metaphor, 27, 33
for performance of  human and

divine dramas, 26
ritual activation, 333

burials, 13, 272, 278, 288, 299, 300,
351, 397. See also ancestors;
glyphs: muk-ah; muknal; rituals

cemeteries, 273, 348
ceremony, 272
crypts, 88, 277, 276
cylindrical, 229
defleshing, 274
gender differences, 277
interment

multiple, 274, 292–293, 299
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interregnum, 276
intrusive, 280
mausoleum, 274, 275
mortuary furniture, 304
muknal, “burial places,” shrines,

281, 289, 292
desire to “revivify,” 418

mummy bundle, 276
postmortem treatment, 274, 276
timing, 289, 292
typologies, 303

Cacaxtla, 501
caches, 6, 13, 278, 279, 299–327, 512.

See also construction; Caracol:
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malachite, 303, 315, 316, 318
mercury, 303, 315
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definition, 300
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“face caches,” 310, 319
“f inger bowls,” 309, 310, 319
glyph, 304
layering, 303, 314, 325
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Cakchiquel, 529
Calakmul, 68, 69, 70, 193, 506

Structure 2, 96
Calloway, Carol, 469
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326, 352, 414, 416, 529, 531. See
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S.D. C8B-4, 318
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Stela 3, 430, 432
Structure A2, 317, 319
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geode, 314
hematite, 315, 316, 318
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ceiba. See axis mundi; censers
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Chaak, 483, 484, 485, 487, 490, 508
Chalcatzingo, 74
Chan Chan, 19, 20, 519
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charnel houses. See Copan
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Chase, Arlen, 3, 68, 275
Chase, Diane, 3, 275, 300n
Chenes, 373, 429, 480, 482
Chiapa de Corzo, 435
Chiapas, 50, 480
Chicanel, 89. See also ceramics
Chicanna, 335, 482, 484, 487, 494

Structure II, 373
Chichen Itza, 10, 11, 13, 40, 94, 213,

378, 379, 385, 386n, 429, 432,
453, 486, 496

Caracol, 450, 496, 497
Castillo, 442, 496, 497
Court of  the Thousand Columns,

505
Great Ballcourt, 496
Lower Temple of  the Jaguar, 497
Monjas, 357n, 491, 493, 502
Osario, 480, 496
Temple of  the Chacmol, 501
Temple of  the Warriors, 124, 430,

480, 485, 501, 502, 511
Upper Temple of  the Jaguars, 430

Chichicastenango, 450
Chichimec, 460n
Chilam Balam, 431
Childe, V. Gordon, 37
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Chol, 284, 380n. See also Maya
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Cholti, 376. See also Maya languages
Cholti-Lacandon, 81
Chorti, 429. See also Maya languages
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Early Classic, 318
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Cycle 9, 233

Late Formative, 292
Late Pre-Classic, 21

Cycle 7, 75ff, 82
Middle Formative, 272, 279, 292
Post-Classic, 85, 286, 319
Proto-Classic, 100n

Clancy, Flora, 466, 469
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Colha, 55, 58, 74, 86
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companion spirit. See glyphs: way
conf lation, 211
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construction, 123. See also construction

process; masonry
cache placement, 300
cell walls, 72
costs, 19, 21, 37, 136, 137
and demolition for reuse, 124

episodes, 135
labor

costs, 133
organization, 530
work parties, 41

materials, 528
lime plaster, 131
mezcla, 58, 59

nonspecialists, 131
organized by festivities, 131
Pre-Classic

heterogeneity of  masonry, 96
residential, 87
scenes depicted, 358n
sculpting technique, 480
specialists, 131
stairway, 384
substructure, 137
superstructure, 137
volumetric estimates, 37
wattle-and-daub, 10, 57, 58, 124, 127,

132
construction process, 125–132. See also

construction
manufacture of  components, 125
procurement of  materials, 125
restoration process, 13, 40, 131
stone quarrying, 71, 125
transport of  materials, 125, 126

contextualization, 24, 25, 40, 519
Cook, Carmen, 337
Coovisur-Chilpancingo, 88
Copador, 248
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381, 400, 417, 427, 428, 432, 434,
435, 439, 456, 458, 466, 468, 480,
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523, 531
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Altar Q, 226, 232, 505
Altar T, 439
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Altar W, 242
ballcourt, 228, 250
Ballcourt I, 229, 230, 231, 232, 260
Ballcourt II, 230, 231
Ballcourt III, 231
Cementerios Group, 499
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East Court, 239, 240, 250, 253, 254
Esmeralda, 248
founder’s temples, 520n
Great Plaza, 240, 242, 255
Group 8N-11, 256
Group 9N-8, 9, 242, 245, 257
Group 10L-2, 236, 242, 246, 279,

353
hieroglyphic stairway, 249

ancestors as human template, 281
Híjole, 248
House of the Bacabs, 416
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talud-tablero façade, 227, 232
Indigo, 248
Jaguar Stairway, 239, 450, 452
K’inich Ahau, 230
Las Sepulturas, 127, 242, 245, 256,
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Main Group, 19, 21
Margarita structure, 227, 228, 229,

230, 232, 235, 236, 255, 260
Mascarones, 235
Mat House, 259
Motmot structure, 228, 229, 230,

233, 235, 260
f loor marker inscription, 232

GI, 229, 260
inscribed stela, 235
Stela 63, 235

Oropéndula, 248
Papagayo Structure, 235, 254, 505
Plaza A, 246
Popol Nah, 253
Principal Group, 240
Púrpura, 248
Reviewing Stand, 239
Rosalila structure, 227, 235, 236,

237, 248, 252, 255, 487
rulers
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Cu Ix, 235
K’inich Yax K’uk’ Mo’, 226, 227,

228, 230, 232, 235, 247, 255,
256, 505

Moon Jaguar, 236
Ruler 1 (Yax K’uk’ Mo’), 229,

254, 255
Ruler 2, 227, 228, 229, 233, 235
Ruler 12 (Smoke Jaguar), 248, 505
Ruler 13 (Uaxaclahun Ubah

K’awil), 249, 250, 251, 253,
254

Ruler 14 (Smoke Monkey), 250, 
252, 253, 259

Ruler 15, 253, 384
Ruler 16 (Yax Pasah), 254, 255,

256, 505, 507, 508
Waterlily Jaguar, 235, 236, 260

Stela 4, 379n
Stela 7, 248
Stela 16, 435
Stela 20, 248
Stela 21, 248
Stela 23, 248
Stela 24, 248
Stela C, 379, 380
Stela J, 457
Stela M, 253
Stela N, 253
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Structure 3O-28, 127, 135, 136
Structure 8N-66, 256
Structure 9M-146, 354

throne supports, 354
Structure 9N-70, 127, 131, 134, 135
Structure 9N-70 A and B, 133
Structure 9N-82, 257, 416
Structure 9N-82 C, 127, 130, 131, 132
Structure 9N-82 C-2, 128
Structure 10L-1, 226
Structure 10L-10, 230, 262
Structure 10L-16, 262
Structure 10L-22, 262
Structure 10L-22A, 251, 252,

262, 381n
Structure 10L-25, 253
Structure 10L-26, 230, 253, 255, 262
Structure 10L-29, 284
Structure 10L-30, 379n
Structure 3O-28, 127, 135, 136
Temple 11, 235, 237, 254, 255, 260,

342, 354, 416, 480, 490, 520n
Temple 16, 232, 235, 240, 248, 254–

255, 259, 260, 488
Temple 18, 254, 509
Temple 20, 235, 260
Temple 21A, 254
Temple 22, 236, 239, 248, 249, 250,

255, 256, 259, 260, 438, 480, 494,
500

Temple 22A, 199, 251, 502
Temple 26, 229, 233, 248, 254, 259,

260, 488, 505
West Court, 240, 490, 507
Yax structure, 230, 260
Yehnal structure, 227, 230, 236, 260

coral, 303, 317, 318, 321
corridors, 363
Cortés, Hernan, 8, 25
cosmology, 105, 303, 352. See also axis

mundi; hearths; hearthstones
centrality, 30, 441

disorder, 29, 272
models, 349

cosmos, 142, 145, 303. See also turtle,
imagery of

censers and cache vessels as portals,
446

Cosmic Monster, 481, 484, 485
underworld, watery locale, 303

court scenes, 336
anti-courts, 341

creation, 460. See also deities: God L,
Maize God; Itsamna/Itzamna;
iconography: kuxan sum

imagery, 487–499
mountain, 492–499
snakes, 495

supernatural locations, 487
Ek’ Nab, 488
Ho Hanab Wits, 488
K’a Chan, 488
K’a Nab, 488
Kab Kun, 488
Matawil, 488
Na Ho Kan, 487
Wak Chan, 488
Wak Nabal, 488
Yax Hal Wits, 488

cremation, 277
crocodiles,

at Tikal, 326
at Uxmal, 486

crypt. See burials
Cuello, 54–55, 57, 71, 85, 273, 274

apsidal architecture, 55
Cueva de los Andasolos, 448
Culbert, T. Patrick, 51
cultural evolution, 35

unilineal, 12
cultural landscape, 30

Dahlin, Bruce, 77
dance. See performance
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Deal, Michael, 160, 161
decapitation, 204, 510
dedication texts, 374–376, 410. See also

glyphs: dedication statements
ethnographic evidence, 393
Primary Standard Sequence, 375,

409, 412, 416
deities, 10, 29, 30, 341, 379n, 484. See

also Palenque Triad; Tlaloc
Chak Xib Chaak, 404n
directional symbolism, 323
Fat God, 436n
GI, 260, 463
God B, 483
God C, 400, 428, 445, 446
God D, 460, 485
God K, 483
God L, 441n, 460, 487
God N, 409, 410, 412, 415, 416
Headband Gods, 404n
Hunahpu, 231, 232, 260, 459, 460,

461, 463, 464
Jaguar God of  the Underworld, 404,

407, 408–409, 441, 452, 465
associated with f ire, 408–409, 441

Jester God, 427, 454, 455, 457, 458,
459, 461, 462, 464, 468
triple-stone headband, 468

Kan Balam. See Palenque: rulers
Kukulcan (Quetzalcoatl), 496
Maize God, 318, 404n, 456, 458,

459, 460, 462, 487, 492, 494n,
497, 510–511. See also Palenque:
rulers: Kan Balam

masks, 105
Paddler Gods, 487, 490
Principal Bird Deity, 82, 318, 454,

455, 456, 482
Vucub Caquix, 232, 454

Sun God(s), 453, 459, 494n

Xiuhtecuhtli-Huehueteotl, old
f ire god, 433

Denison, John, 68, 240, 335n
Diamanti, Melissa, 274, 278
Diehl, Richard, 3, 58, 469
Dos Pilas, 192, 416, 434, 530n

Hieroglyphic Stairs 2, 192
Panel 18, 468
Structure L5-49, 468

Douglas, Mary, 6, 17, 348n
Doxiadis, Constantinos, 334
Dumbarton Oaks, 286, 289, 291, 363,

450, 462
Durán, Diego, 393
dwellings, 292, 376. See also elites: resi-

dences; glyphs; house; metaphors
as animate beings, 395

dynastic succession
stairways as metaphors, 356, 522

Dzibilchaltun, 80
Dzibilnocac, 482

earf lare assemblage, 315, 316
Earle, Duncan, 400n
ecliptic, 490–491, 492, 494n
Edgerton, Samuel, 347, 359, 363
Edzna, 87–88

canals, 87
Eggebrecht, Arne, 336n
E-Group, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 105

complexes, 68, 69, 70, 78, 468
Egypt, Old Kingdom, 7
El Castillo, 436
El Cayo

Altar 1, 443
Altar 4, 442

El Ceren, 248
El Manati, 74
El Mirador, 66, 67, 70, 75, 78, 82, 86,

87, 88, 89, 90n, 97, 98, 100, 102,
281. See also Peten: Mirador Basin

Danta pyramid, 77, 96, 98
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Stela 18, 282, 448
Structure 34, 78, 96, 101, 103
Tigre Complex, 76, 78, 96

El Peru, 440, 520n
El Tajin, 505, 512
elites, 18, 31, 39, 135, 247

compounds, 8, 9
factions, 36
residences

problems of  terminology, 24–25,
31

subroyal, 25, 257
status rivalry, 36
trash left by, 59n

energetic research, 123, 259
epigraphy, 2, 3, 6, 18, 26, 35

lack of  texts in Pre-Classic period, 49
equinox, 66
ethnoarchaeology, 18, 24, 528
excavation. See also archaeology

history, 13
methodology, 14
procedures, 171
sampling, 224, 230
stratigraphy, 13
test-pitting, 519

façade sculpture. See iconography:
façades; mask façades

Fahsen, Federico, 262, 490
Fairclough, Graham, 17
Fajardo, Abraham Mejía, 90n
Fash, Barbara, 231, 236, 237, 248, 250,

251, 252, 253, 262, 480, 499, 505,
520

Fash, William, 2, 3, 505, 519, 520, 523
feasting. See rituals
Fialko, Vilma, 72, 93
Fields, Virginia, 462n
Finca Acapulco, 75
f ire drilling. See rituals
f ire-entering rite. See rituals
Fortes, Meyer, 157

fortif ications, 23, 87
Foster, Sally, 17, 146
Fought, John, 429
Fox, James, 377n
Fox, John, 25
Freidel, David, 68n, 72, 77n, 281, 302,

325, 400n, 433, 454, 466, 467, 486,
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Fuentes y Guzmán, Francisco Antonio
de, 239

function. See architecture

Galindo, Juan, 12
Gamio, Manuel, 464
Garber, James, 300n
Garcia-Zambrano, Angel, 325
Garza Tarazona, Silvia, 341
Geertz, Clifford, 145, 244, 247
Gemini, 509
geomancy, Chinese, 272, 289, 292
Giddens, Anthony, 145, 521n
gifts, gift giving, 416

depiction of, 336
Glassie, Henry, 528
Glazier, Jack, 272
glyphs. See also caches; dedication texts;

name tags; place names
architectural terms, 376–381

ballcourt, 347, 377, 378
dwelling, 377, 382
eb, “step,” 377, 379.  See also step verb
home, 377
nah, “house,” 273, 287, 351,

376–381
nuk’, “roof  ledge,” 379
pibnah, 401–402
way-ib, “domicile, dormitory,” 377,

400, 401
“cense,” 389, 390, 395
dedication statements, 381

el-nah, “house censing,” 390
“f ire” glyph, 385
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och k’ak’, “the f ire entered,” 389,
396

hoch’, “to drill,” 403
hoch’ k’ak’, “drill f ire,” 405
ikats, “cargo,” 410, 412
its, 485
k’ohba(h), “image,” 379n
lakamtun, “banner stone,” 374
“lord,” 230
muk-ah, “is buried” or “is covered,”

288
muknal, “burial place,” 288–292

dedication dates, 292
nal, “place of,” 289
och, “enter,” 388
och bih, “to die,” 388

“to go on a road, to enter a road,” 
388

och ha’, “to go in the water,” 388
och k’ak’, “the f ire entered,” 449
och k’in, 388
och nah, “house entering,” 403
orientation, 342

reversals, 342
otot, “house,” 376, 377, 396, 428
pas-ah, “to open,” 288
pat, “make, build houses,” 416, 382
pat-an, “built, made,” 384, 416
pole-and-thatch structure, 381
popol nah, “council building,” 376
tah, “pine,” 361
te, “wood,” 361
tribute, 385
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way, wayob, 230, 399, 460, 505, 509.

See also souls
wits, “mountain,” 236, 484
y-otot “home,” 350

god-kings, 38
gods, 396n. See also deities

impersonations, 404
residences, 400

Goffman, Erving, 360

Gonlin, Nancy, 2, 3, 152, 274, 363, 469,
523, 524

Goody, Jack, 157
Gould, Richard, 144
graff iti, 26, 306, 333, 336, 340
Graham, Ian, 66n
Greece, 520n
Grove, David, 74
Grube, Nikolai, 262, 375, 386n, 432,

438, 486, 490, 491, 492, 494n
Guatemala, 501
Guaytan, 349, 351
Guerrero, 82, 88
Guiteras-Holmes, Calixta, 393
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