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Preface

The idea of producing a book on the economic history of the Byzantine Empire was
first floated some years ago, when the late and much regretted Nicholas Svoronos, who
would have played a major role, was still alive. A number of unfavorable circumstances
did not allow us to proceed further. Eventually, that first idea was revisited, was in-
vested with substance, and became reality; the volumes at hand are the result. The
successful completion of this large and difficult project is owed to the enlightened inter-
est, iIndeed commitment, of certain individuals and institutions whose contribution has
been decisive. The institutional sponsors are the Bank of Greece and the Union of
Greek Banks, while the Cultural Foundation of the National Bank of Greece (MIET)
has been responsible for the practical aspects of the coordination and for the publica-
tion of the Greek edition.

Efthymios Christodoulou, who was governor of the Bank of Greece when support
for the project was being sought, had always shown great interest in the history of
the Byzantine economy, for he realizes the importance of Byzantium in the history of
humankind, and therefore the need for a global examination of the economy that
formed the underpinnings of the state and culture of Byzantium. His enthusiasm was
expressed through his continued encouragement and moral support, and it took ma-
terial form in the considerable contribution of the Bank of Greece in financing the
project.

The late Manolis Kasdaglis, director for many years of the Cultural Foundation of
the National Bank of Greece, was one of the first individuals to conceive the idea of
such a project and gave his unwavering support to its realization. It is a matter of deep
regret that his untimely death did not allow him to see the publication of this book.

The late Michael Vranopoulos, when he was chairman of the Union of Greek Banks,
also expressed interest in the project; we owe the participation of the Union in the
sponsorship of the project to him and to the Governing Board of the Union. Successive
governors and directors of the Bank of Greece and the Union of Greek Banks respec-
tively showed unflagging interest and facilitated our work in a number of ways. I
should like to thank Loukas Papademos, currently governor of the Bank of Greece,
and Georgios Mirkos, former governor of the National Bank of Greece. Special thanks
are owed to Theodoros Karatzas, currently governor of the National Bank of Greece
and chairman of the Union of Greek Banks, for his unwavering support and for mak-
ing decisive contributions which ensured that the project would reach completion. I
am particularly grateful to Yiannis Manos, former general secretary of the Union of
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Greek Banks, for his manifold help. I am also happy to acknowledge the support of
the governing boards of the Union of Greek Banks and MIET.

The Scholarly Committee, consisting of Cécile Morrisson, Charalambos Bouras, Ni-
colas Oikonomides, and Constantine Pitsakis, collaborated in exemplary fashion on
the organinzation and realization of the project. Along with their contribution to gen-
eral issues, members of the committee had editorial supervision of specific chapters:
N. Oikonomides of the chapters on the agrarian economy, Ch. Bouras of those on the
urban economy, C. Morrisson of the chapters on commerce, and C. Pitsakis of the
chapters that treat legal issues. I am particularly grateful to C. Morrisson, who gave
generous and valuable help, reading and commenting on chapters for which she was
not formally responsible. I bear the responsibility for the supervision of the entire work.

I should like to thank a number of economists—Vassilis Droukopoulos, Georgios
Krimbas, Georgios Liodakis, and Stavros Thomadakis—who, at an early stage of the
project, participated in a workshop and contributed, with their knowledge of the sci-
ence of economics, to the better conceptualization of the topics with which we were
dealing.

Given the large number of participants, the work of coordination was immense and
difficult. I should like to thank the staff of MIET, and most particularly Olga Drosinou,
for the assistance they provided. Agamemnon Tselikas and Demetrios Kyritses helped
with the illustrations, and I am grateful to them. I should also like to thank Charles
Dibble for his contribution to the onerous task of checking the translations.

Finally, I should like to thank all of the authors for their contribution to this collec-
tive effort. Their scholarship, their enthusiasm for the project, and the patience they
showed throughout our lengthy collaboration made a difficult task pleasant and pro-
ductive.

Angeliki E. Laiou



