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Editor's note. 3o many solemn thinss went ont to lr. and Mre., Bliss last
weelni~ ctaff revorty; Board meeting decisions; plans fer future develomment, etc.,
ete. (at leasT,such is our understznding of the out-going maill) that we feel thig
ismue of the Courier should he one of undiluted friveolity.
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Junior Fellows (Thumbnail sketches) of 1941
Although Mr, and Mrs., Bliss have, of course, their nemes and scholastic recnris,
we belisve thut thess iInformal, and may we add, entirely confidential, thumbnail
gketrhes, may bring a more vivid nictare of these fellows az they pass to and fro
from the new wing to the stack room, from orsngeris to nanl.

Dr. Edward Capps, Not tall. Round lines, even a suggestion of a pounch. Look-
ing rather lilre an accountant, or a clerk - a Dickenzian clerk. Heé bounces a
little., Apparently, a methodical and self-serving worker. (We cannot remember
his ever asking for anything) That his suecialty and love should be Byzantine
ivories is--at first glance--surprising., One might bave surmised that he would
have turned to coins, or counting threads in fabrirs, or determining the alloy
content of metals. His sister ig married to an Englishman, a Mr, Hill, who was
the British representative of the American Express Company in Athens, and also
one of the distrimtors of the Venderbilt supply fund. His story of their escape
from athens, not neslecting to dole out supplies as they fled, was heard over the
odio and wos printed in the newspapers. A cable was recel Ce 1ling
of treir safe arrivel there. - ' " N ke ‘

Dr, Florence Day. Called 'Flossie" by her colleagves and "Florence, mon enfant!
by Maltre Focilleon. Above averase belght. Square lines. Her long blond heir
cascades over her shoulders and falls across her forehead in a hesvy bang. Be-
hind thick glasses is discoversble a palr of very blue and smiling eves, Her
teeth are white and even, snd ber voilce, which 1s without any trace of harshness,
carries, usnallr, in its flow an agreeable mixture of words and low laughter,
She was born in EBeirut, where her father was head of the American College, and
where she lived t1i1l she wes eighteen vesrs of agse. Her parents are now both
dead, and one gathers thet she is very much on her own and has, at times, had a
hard time meking two ends meet. Fer clothes are simple and often delightful.
For exwamnle, little straight coats of some Eastern cotton material, in beantiful
golors, sometimes quilted in & free design. :

Dr, Alison Frantz, Dark and poverful. A short face with heetling brows and a
small but determined chin. 3She drives her own car, a convertible roadster?™l],
end. to see her drive up to the museum entrance, park her car, stop the engine,

slam the door, walk swiftly across the sliewalk and up the steps isz to bhe con-
vinced once and for all of the coordination of her reamctions and the economy of
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her movements., She has sufficient composure to be silent and unsmiling for

long veriods whlle in a group; on the other hend, she may be ceen striding along
with, for instince, the long-legged Dr. Houck, talking with apparent conviction
and esgerness. She wnears very good snort clothes; sweaters and tweed skirts,
low-heeled shoes.

Dr. lester Houck. As previnusly mentinned in zn esrlisr issue of the Courier,
he 1s six feet, six inches tall. He lovers his head vhen going throusrh rany

a door; is lean - as so tell a persen is apt to he - with a head vhich is dis-
tinguished in an intellectual way., The written word, the recorded thousht, is
his absorbing passion. Perhaos his selections from the research library are
along certain definite lines, but from the general literature sectinns, he bor-
rowg, 4 or § at a time, books ranging from Dante end Gerard Honkins to Harsld
Nicolson and Maurice Baring. His humor is plentiful, if pedagogic, and though
his scholustle opinions appear to be quite firmly established, he bas a pleasant
receptivity to the potential usefulness of books with titles such as:~ Mages and
Labyrinths,.. Origins of Applied Chemistry...

Miss Virginia Wylie. Small: very pretty and dainty. Blue~grav eyes and dark
hair which she wears low at the nane of her neck. Finely modelled profile and
well-pronortioned figure. She was born in "Tovwa (ﬂr“Tﬁéﬁo), spent some early
years in Philrdelphis and the later ones in New York. Wer voice has a surprising
resongnce @nd her speech rthythm is distinctly individual. Cur only 1941 fellow
who has not a doctorate, but one can sense thet her eager eyes are fixed on that
goal and thot her energy and will are in service to trensport her along the road.

Graduation Exercises, May 27, 1941,

(Bd. note. e submit the Order nf Procednre; copies of one diploma and one
citation and the tribute to Mr. and lrs. Bliss)

Order of Procedure

" Academic procession léd by Maitre Focillon end Professor Morey

Agsembly in Music Room: class seated in two rows, professors stending behind
long tuble on vhich lay the piles of diplomas znd decorations

“Address, in latin, by Professor Morey

Presentation of diplomas to esch memher of the graduating class- e
Pregentation of emblematic decore tions to esch membey of the gradusting cl&ss
Conferring of citation upon Maltre Focillon: investitiure,blue (knotted bandana)

hood.

Conferring of citation upon Professor Morev: investiture, orvange (knotted bandans)
hood, -

Cngy of one diplona - DUMBARTONENSIUM QUERCCORUM UNIVERSITAS

NOS, iuniores et seniores (non equidem vetustiores) comites in illa alma et

inc]vga Thiversitete, doctorem honorils causa esseveluimus et decrevimus
BARRARAM SESSIOQCYEHM
vulgo Barbara Sessions dictam

in memoriam et honorem doctrinse eius excellentis, eximiae prudertiae, con-
stentis prascimue smicitiae, venustiaris quoaque formae.

QTOD ZRUERE RARBARI, RESTITUIT BARBARA
Signed - C. R. Morey and Henri Focillon
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Copy of one eitation -

Henrieus Focillon, vir eruditissimus, reverendissimus, indagator et pacificator
artium Orientelium et Occidentalium, earumque imperator benigmus, fons et nrirso
11brorum, socius regalis horum Quercorum Dumbartonensium cum artium POCTS nt
nomen suum indicat, focus calens, ardens, benevolus, jocosus, plenus inspirationis
8it, hic et nunc Doctor Eloquentise Convivelis Juercorum, honoris ceansa, nroe tame -
tur, et omnibus privilegiis ad hane honorem vertinentibus induitur!

Salve, Doctor!

Societas Convivalis Quercorum

Copy of tribute -~

I1llustrissimi Mildred et Rohertus Bliss, artium amatores liberslissimi et magni;
Ticlseimi, qui, domum carigsimum relinquentes, novum institutum studiorum Byzan-
tinorum munifice formaverunt et munda acadenico soudinm masmum in saccula dede-

runt, hodie, in absentia, Praesides Pernetui Sncietatis Sociormm, honoris causa,
grate et pie urbe et orbi proclamantur! ~

Societas Sociorum Quercorum

Board Dinner Party

Cne of the less serious meetings (we hope not one of the less enjoveble)
which the Board attended during their busy hours at Dumbarton Oaks was the din-
ner partv on Friday evening, ¥ay the I0th. It vas & party »f fourteen, seated
as showen in the dilagram below. '

Capps Day
Merrill Koehler
EBC Sessions
Sachs M. Focillon
Mme, Focillon Frantz
Taylor Thacher

Houck Wylie

Fragments of conversation overhesrd during and safter dinner - Dr. Herrill or the
secientific reasons why the civilizations of the two hemisvpheres could not have
come from the lost continent of Atlantis, even if such lost continent had actnal-
1y existed. ..M. Focillon and Dr. Taylor discussing démograghie. M. Focillon
giving a most luminous éclaircissement, to which Dr. Taylor listened as though

he were a young discinle, his eyes never leaving M. Focillon's face... MNiss
Wylie, describing & seminar which she attended in Brussels in the summer of 39.

Under the camera

On cne of the hottest of days, the old guard (Blasnd, Clark, Rathbone, Scheffer
and Sessions) posed, as commanded by a small, swarthy and fecetious photographer,
while his assistant looked on, in various parts of the beautiful ‘grrdens of D. O.
Most of the cammands were obeved, since the posers imzrsined that he knew hie husi-
ness better than they did. (A4 supposition rather rudely shattered by the proofs
received today). Theyv balked, however, when he sugegested that they stond with
arms Tround one anothers' waists, or hands interlocked. "We domm't do that habit-
nallv," they pleaded in excuse: "™uch as we like each other." Ve wish we might
gend vou the whnole hatch of proofs, or better still that you were here today to

D.7

Underworld Courier, V. I, ¥o., 17

-



Tnderverld Courder, V. I, No. 17 ©

ropealy of langhter to ours and join in the ceptioning of coch:  "Before
the \ahv came, . M "That last drink vae & misteke...'  "Bin Schiff, ein Schiffi®
"Four 1ittle meids from school, and their teacher...!

xr
",
i

We will try again, since vou have asked for it.

A la Gare.

The train would leave at noon. Seats were ersaged, tickets in hand and
bagrage checked. Before eleven, M, et ¥me. Focillon were ready, heoted and sporred,
at the front door. (All was organized for a delegation tn see them off at the
statlon. A foct of which they were unaware) The farewells %ﬂ#‘n‘ "Irene, cette
bonne femme. Oh est elle"..."William, mon vienx, au revoir"...Jr. Eryce had pre-~
pared & bouguet of flowers and if he had made it exures to fit in with the whole
subsequent picture, 1t conld not have heen hetter. A verr larese, entirely circu-
lar, tight hunch of roses, pink, white, red; their stewms neatly vrapped in groen
foil. There were two packages of lunch, umbrellas, bass, books, The procession
got under way fairly promptly in two taxis, ¥r. Thacher's car and Miss Frantz'

At the statlion, we reformed our lines with the addition of seversl porters., The
train, naturally, was not yet open. So we sat in a row on the long hard seats,
broke up our ranks from time to time to g£o in emall groups to the refreshment count-
er for orange Jvlce or coca-colas, and eventually., - the impedimenta having now

been augmented by gifts from Mr. Thacher of brendy, chocolates and lapel ornaments,-
we were alloved to go through the gate and board the frain. Such a crovwd were we,
thet very shortly the porter felt ohliged to ask theose of us who were not making

the trip to descend, so that other lesitimate geat holders might teke their rioht-
ful places. 350 then begen a great kissing, all around, one cheek then the other.
(This took quite & lot of time) At last we were out of the train, in line again
beneath their windows, when a flying figmre appeared in the Aistance., "Plazsie®

who had been away for the weekend. One more ascent, four more kisses...

Weather report.

~ After a spell of summer heat, with Blue skies and & tropical sun, we were
offlicted with nearly a week of rain. Practically Biblical "the waters of the
flood were upon the earth...the feountisins of the great deep broken up...the
 windows of heaven were orened..." Mow, since resterday, we rave again the sun,
but a rather watery one. He will be slow, perbaps, in regaining hig full glory.




