Novembar 6th, 1941

#rs. Beatrix Farrand,
Reef Point, Bar Harbor, alne,

Dear Mrs, FParrand:

¥hat good news that you are comin: te Dumburton Osks
after all. Thank vou for your itinerary. I shall be most happy to see
you and tc tell  you some of the things that eoncern us both in the venture
g0 recently started,

Pon't worpy about my staving poversy I'm feeling wery
well and if the pedal extremities hold out I shall be tip-top., Today is
a bit guiet, being a showery day no visitors have come so it gives me a
chance to get some letters written. I av writing ¥rs, Bliss alsc and sending
her a copy of the letter enclosed received from one of the schocl endldren,
I felt she would be pleased snd it is the first recognition we have had from
sny of our visitors so it is pleasamt veading for all of us.

The guestions [ think need pondering are the need of a
lewatory and & drinking fountain -somewhere othor thac the Swianing Pool.
You know how children are, when one wants a drink they all must follow suit.
Then, the cuestion of large erowds - I think more then 20 pecple carnot be
shepherded by ome person and when 5Z snd 54 people arrive l'snouiﬁ have some
help in guiding them around - they, will wander off and I can't keep tnem in
tow, Yo many don't want to go alomg with the crowd and inslst they are on
thelr own tour. Yesterdaey the gates vere anﬁ'amly to the children but
6 or 8 people wandered in and refused to lcave - I also rofused to sk them to

leava, There are so many {riends' friends that you cantt tell one {rom tother.



I fesl thet it would be o mistake to pormit the Averican Horticultural

or any other Society to assist in guiding visitors around. I have not
heard anything since Miss Wilhollsmd wes here and think they were Just

a bit eager to jump in on sovetoing that locked easy.

I heve alse learned that two groups in one afternoon is more than I can
manage and I believe 1t is betier 1o give one group more time tian an hour,
By the time the children get hers it is nearly 130 and it makes such a rush

to tcke on two groups and have thew out by three o'clock.

I have taker the ma‘ ter of some bocks for reference up with irs. Clerk ard
Mre. Sessions but have mot been able to get anvtaing, so am mm: up &
resyueat to present Lo !'r, Thacher ‘or some of the books we spoke of and
which I believe are necessary, particularly Hortus Second and the Holtes

group of books on finnusls, Perernials, Shrubs &c.

My contacts with the teachers and ehlldren have bean very pleasany but 1
haven't been able to use any of my Yspeech' on them - can't get them to listen,
Hy method is mot right evidently, but I mansge to got in a few intoresting
bits. I suppose [%1l improve as I go along - hope SO anyvway.

I'11 be available an- time you want me while you are here and will set all
things aside during your visit hers as I imow how rushed you will be.

1 hope Mr. Farrand is much better and won't be misslng you too much.

Very zincerely,



