MADE IN ENGLAND

BeEAaTRIX FARRAND
LaNnDscaPE GARDENER
ReEegrF PoIiNT
Bar HArBOR, MAINE

June 11, 1946
Mr. John S. Thacher, Director
Dumberton Ogks
3101 R Street
Washington, 7, De Ce

Desar MNr. Thacher:

Here are the notes mede es a result of the telks Mr. Patterson
and I have had since his return from Dumbarton., You will like to know that
his liking for the whole surroundings increeses with his acquaintence and he
is heartily anxious to work at the problems in the way in which we can all
best collaborate. I feel he is a real asset and with his fresh eye I think
he will give us many suggestions as wise and new as the treatment of the
sides of the herbaceous border. A copy of the notes is being sent to Mrs.
Bliss together with a letter, a carbon of which is enclosed to you. But for
your own ear, please let me say that I should think it would be wise to
contemplate selling some of the over-size boxe I have suggested to Mr.
Patterson that tne box edging on the walk running north and south on the
beech terrace be replaced by the larzest size now availablle whieh Mr.
Patterson thinks is about six to eight inches high, Tn&g, box could I think
be sold es I see no immediate need for it snd I have therefore suggested to
Mr, Patterson writing tentetively to Mr., Thompson to see whether the Parks
might be willing to consider purchasing box from Dumbarton if the decision
is mede to sell it. This opens the question but engages neither of us to
proceeding.,

Mr. Patterson seys he is now hoping to be in Weshington on June
20th end 21st end trusts this may be convenient to you. Mrs. Bliss's
presence on his second visit is perhaps not as vitelly importaent ss it was
on his tirst trip as there will be much detailed work to do end he wants %o
study certain areas fairly carefully,

Tell me quite frankly whether these notes sent you follow the
lines of your thinking as after all we are a four-in-hand and not a tandem,

You will like to hear that Professor Sachs sent me a most polite
note cengratulating me on the appointment to the Arboretum. Pernépsas you
wisely thought this appointment mey make your position essier with regerd
to the landscape care of Dumbarton Oaks as we are now doubly bound to Harvard,.

Yours ever sincerely,

P——

-



Suggestions disocussed with Yp. Patterson with regard %o
firet visit to Tumbsrtos Caks, lay 27-268.28,1946

lire Patierson and ¥re. farrend sgree entirely that addie
ilonsl paving while perheps not imuediately needed is
desimble to provide near the orangery where the gerden
visitors congregate. Additional spece is now or will

! be needed both south end north of the middle doors.

_ These recommendations will be further discussed with
Yr. Thacher on Jr. Patterson‘s Porthooning visit in June.

iirse Farrand strongly recommends drastic pruning of the
Fieus in the ormngery so thet it may sgein be & decorntion
v/ mather then an envelopment %o this lovely little building. ]
3 ’Eb‘iﬁﬂ; Ferrend would like to see almost the whole of the , ..
}E:? snet end of the orsngery free of Ficus and further mvms/é&
done on the west end s¢ thet some of floor spsce is
availeble for the cirouletion of visitors. Urs. Fgrrend
has long felt thet the covering of the beams and the
Feyebrows” of the windows were too heavy snd feels that
- rostraint in the growth of the creeper would show the
charming lines of the building.

Ur. Patterson end lrs. Yarrend elso sgres com-letely

thet safe and comiorbtable sbeps are essential betwesn

the north gate of the rose gerden and the south entrence
to tie herbacecus border., lirs. Ferrsnd is therefore B
writing %o Bryce asking for securate ligures on the [ZafA’
difference of the levels between these twe soints. —

Certain thinning wes decided upon, among other pleces
“the wull plenting on the vorth fase of the Dunberton Usks
house and the temnis court well, and in all likelihood
to meke a record of what seems desireble in the way of
permenent planting apd its msintenance.

fdditionsl thinning is probebly reguired in the plentations
around the border of the cast lawn and possibly some thinning
in the orchard north of the herb garden end the rose garden.
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é o8¢ eonstructive sugeestion wes =zade by Ur. Patberson
with regard to the trestment of the herbaceous E&%«?ﬁfﬁf

and its mrm%ﬁix*gs. £s 8 resull of thelr agreewsn’

two consullents therefore suggest thet inste-d of hﬁil&iﬁg
walls on either side of the herbacecous border ss had been
previously sugrested, thei s resvy border of deciducus

snd evergresn shrubs be planied on either side of the border
in erder to replace the two Yew hedges which sre diffievlt
to maintain and which will become inereesingly unsightly
es they become more aged. Instesd of a long well dowmn the
steer slope this border of shrubs will give an informel
line %o the border end will soresover narrow the space guite
considerably for the planiing of herbacecus and snmnal
planis, This should deeresmse the cost of urkesp materiel ly. '
Arpurd the two Yews st the top end bottom of the walk

low stone wells might be construected of epprox =mmtelvy the
height of the Yew hedges snd low stone wells soross the
sast end of the up er kitochen zardem, The construction of
these low walls and the wplem‘k of the hedge on the
gloping zround will milow the eli:ination of ell the Yew
hedges by either permenent and essily replscesble »lantae
tieem or low stone walls.

?3&@ slanting on ei ther side of the herbaccous border eoculd
well be mede harmonious with both the orchard en the south
side and the stone walls on the north side of the steops.
/\In the North Viste
?‘*@ temcorary wooden rail fence should be much ~ore thore
euchly eovered with overgreen ereepers such gs honeysuckle
ar‘ivg, g0 thaet the reil fence would discprear and become
more like & section of the well. The re-plantirg and re=
studying of the plenting in the north viste seeums &
noesssity as clearly the two Yew clumps on elther side of
the rorth entranoce do rot look well. These should be re.
moved, -ossibly two big Box ciumps from the ross garden
might be placed in the poriheast snd northwest corners.

is the szaless in the Ster are sepnificent as plents but
overgrown: &8 sccents to this space it ls suggested thet
the largest of these plenis be teken out and used on the
bank north of the swimsing pool end that the overgrom
planis be replaced by ssaller ones of the same sort,



sgeckion rece § Vay 27-R8.1046

£8 Tabesrbon e iz wost obher pleces ooe of Yw sericug
rrobless concerus e ﬁﬁzwg of mobor curse The space in
fronk %:'af tzx'ﬂ soubh door is elesr!y irsdeguste for orowds snd
Tewsdrives gars are ©0 exespiion rethor then the

mla in m@ davs it would seen 4 W find v perking
space nore or less Mjwm% %o the grousds wnd to keup the
smmll peridng sres in front of %e frond door fur oars of
m,&&é&* me@“’&, é—m‘?’”‘;{ f

?m Ir. Paitersonts repord it is elso guice clenyr St
espore Sevo bemn silowsd $o grow %o undue size snd thet they
ki&%ﬁﬁmmaww%atmﬁwfmmm |

terre e o Lo rese gordem sud tet they weresncusber the
wnlle and gieps lesdicg fros Lue bex te-rsee to the rose
gurdens, I% -ighit even be wise to clenr & sSpsce where & view
of the rose gerden vouid ¢ vrvenisntly be seen from bot: the
south sl the north borders in the box Sermece, snd to
W%%M& e oreepers i Lhelr uwnouwrbed mthusiasn.

, m zér. Pativrsonts next Jeurney many of these detsils will
be discussed and further sbudies m of individuel arses
end coosuiteticne M w the wall widenlnes seus eleo dueliye

ablo,




¥ Copy

June 11,1946
lrs, Robert Woods Bliss
1837 28%th Street
Washington, De. C.

lildred my very dear:

This is & "working" letter ss it will embody verious suggestions
which Yr. Patterson and I have talked over since his return from Dumbarton
at the end of May.

There has been & delay in preparing the report for you as the
Arnold Arboretum has been rather insistent in receiving a preliminary report
and wanting Mp. Patterson and me to get started on reconstruction work, so
Oakdom has suffered and this I em sure you and Mr. Thacher will forgive.

Meny details of upkeep have been talked of end I think we all
unanimously agree thet much thinning is required, as in meny casss even
two years ago st my last visit some of the plantetions were clearly quite
out of scele with their setting. This is particularly true of much of
the orchard pian‘batlon on the hill north of the herb garden and slso of
the Ster and some of the hill plantaetions north of the swimming pool:
it is going to be a'h=art~breaking job to do this thinning es :1’0 should
be done because it hes been so long neglected that obviously the effect
is going to be unpleasant for the first few years after the necessary
pruning snd removals have been done. Then too the use of the Orangery
has changed since it was & happy meeting ground for your guests at tea
time., Now it is a g;omt of meeting end dispersal for the meny visitors
to the gardens end in a wey of course it should be more impersonel and
better adapked to its present purpose. 1 have long felt thet the Ficus was
too invesive and g}e;rsonallg I should rather see it very considersbly ocure
tailed then to have it quite as enveloping as it wes in the days of the
plessent tea parties. Think this over and see whether you will let us at
lesst start to do some pruning and note the results as it progresses. This
is not meant to add enother detail to your meny duties but simply that you
should know thet es slways we are working hand in hand and side by side,
and 1looking from’ almoat the same pair of eyes at surroundings which both
of us love, ‘

Clee\rly' a gobd der]l of fairlyoostly reconstruction work will have
to be done in the way of re-planting, particularly if the herbaceous
borders are altered according to the suggestions made. It will inall
likelihood be necessary to widen some of the brick walks and we shall - alas -
have to bulld a safe flight of steps from the rose gerden to the herbaceous
border, as there is ng reelly sensible and safe approach from one section
to the other, ‘as the gpproach by way of the Fountein Garden end Lovers lene



The secompenying nobes ere brief and sbrupt but they will show you the
trond of ideas on which Ur. Petbsrson soud I heve besn working. He scons
in sueh homrty sympathy with Dumbarbon snd to edmirs its beeuty so undere
standingly thet i ﬁmi we are luweky in heving so friendly sn eys %o telp us,

At the end of %ia wm%z tir. Patterson snd I trot off to the Arold
Arboretun Tor & day's work just Yo gee whet seewe shend of us. %o one can
imow bebtter then you what & privilege i€ is %o be sllowed %o show my gratitode
%o Professor Ssrgent /in trying %o meintsin the Arboretum ss ke thought of
it when 1 wes & aw@#ﬁ% . Bow smused he would heve been in the old days to
nave thought bhet & a;&g'hﬁs come beck %o the Arboretum sg & shtudent and as 8
nalper. j

& wery mi% 1@%@? came Lron Professor Sachs mmgm%smaﬁmg W0e
on the a«m;mi;ma&m; %a;a the Arboretum snd 1 wes smused %0 heve ¥r. Thecher
say he thought the irboretus aprointment would in 81l likelihood meke the

Dasbe réon Jak y’ m&ﬁ&m ron nore smoothly es regerds the Darverd polnk of views

Four awsr devobed



