MADE IN ENGLAND.

BEATRIX FARRAND
FESOICRERNESURERE  Reefl Point
SRARRATNOERIFERNT™  Ber Harbor, liaine

Nay 20, 1941,

John S, Thacher, Esq.,
Executive Off'icer,
Dumbarton Oaks
Washington, D. Ce.

Dear lir.Thacher:

It is humiliating to realize that my clever husband
is elways right and that I do not explain myself as distinetly as I
should in some of my conversations! This preamble is simply to telil
you that I am sorry not to have made it clearer that the main reason
lirs. Bliss was so insistent on the Park Advisory Committee is that
the path along the stream must be widened fairly soon, end a path
is needed across the face of the hillside, and these two enterprises
I think lirs. Bliss would like to know were done according to her
wishes rather than just simply made & part of the Park routine design.

There is also the question of the White Haven Street
entrance to the Park as I think that Mr. and Mrs. Bliss both feel that
if this design is carried out according to their liking, they may be
willing to help in its.construction,

I am therefore sending a letter to Bryce, a carbon of
which I enclose, and as you will see I have asked him to steke out the
proposed walk widening and new path line so that we may at least glance
over it together when I am hext in Washington,

As to this next journey, I am hoping to leave here on
Sundey June lst and to arrive in Wiashingbon about eéleven o'clock A.M.
Standard Time londay. As I stupidly found myself very much over-tired
when I got here on my last journey, I may or may not be available on
liondey aftermoon, but should expect to spend a part of Tuesday and Wed-
nesday and Thursday morming at Dumbarton, and probably leave for New
York on Thursday eftemoon. If this is likely to suit your plans it
will be & boon to me as I look forward to seeing you and collaborating
with you as I find it not only profitable bub very agreeabie.

I am pprofoundly sorry that the poor oak has had to be
pruned and only hope they have cut back the tall branches as drastically
as I am sure they need to be ampubated,

Did Mrs. Clark ever tell us definitely where the boundary
of Dumberton Rock was in the old times, whether it wasR Street and
therefore Dumbarton Usks outside the 0ld Dumbarton Roek property, or
whether Dumbarton Rock covered part of the present Dumbarton Uaks?
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Please don't forget that you are going to send
me the piece of the budget that applics to my work out of docors
at Dumbarton Usks, as I can't carry the figures very clearly in
mind,.

Perhaps the enclosed copy of letter to Mr. Root
will show you what I had in mind with regerd to the "officiality"
of the Committee. I em also writing to lre. Coles so that I hope we
can get a good deal under way in the early June days.

With regard to Miss Sweeney. It is possible /7
thet the Gardens could carry st least part of her salary because

we hope to meke reductions in heating and lebor, and I think that f
these reductions will not be eaten up by iiss Sweeney' salary, 2
Perhaps the hducational end could contribute a smell modicum \
to her pay. This we can discuss later. I am telling lMr. Russell
that I think her salary should be paid to the end of liay and my
impression is that she ought to be on the job until mid-summer,

You are cuite right that it was an immense comfort
to get home after the moving and travels and field work. It would
have been more restful had we not been met with a carloazd of
Calif'ornia fumiture to distribute in an already full housel}

I do hope we are going to meet in the early June
days and will look forward to it far more eagerly than perhaps

you know.

Yours ever sincerely,
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Moy 20,1941

¥r. James Bryce
32038 5 Street
Veshingbon, D. C.

Uear Bryce:

Pwidently I did not meke mysell clesr in explaining
to Yr.Thecher why Mrs. Blise wes so esger to heve the three old men
ocontinue under your pominal supervision for the coming sumuer,

She vory much wants the widening of the walk along the branch to

be done according to the way we think correct, end she also would
like the path seross the hillside constructed es we think right in
designe A good desl of the old men's time will be ceocupied in

just this welk construction so that ae Y¥r, Hoot seoems very favorsbly
irelined to the appointment of the Comaitbtee it would seem to me
guite wise for you to steke out the welk widening for we to see when
I amimek &t Dumbarbon in barly June, 1 wish you would study this
out pretty carefully endsteke out the two sides of the path beocsuse
as I remevber it a good desl of the material that borders the path
is spring-flowering and cen be moved in early sumer, The path
certeinly should be five feot wide at e minimus, end it would seem
%o me perhaps wiser to plan for five foot six inches, or six feet,
s both you and I know that the tendency of & path edging is to
“orawl®™ in over the peth rather then the path to widen.

Other things which I hope we cen decide when I an
in vieshington are the odds end ends of work with YNr, Coles end as
he evidently noeds to be prodded I em gending him & note, & carbon
copy of vhich is enclosed.

Lot me know what further informetion you need from
me before 1 lesve here, se I expect to, & week [fros Suncey--June lst.
Plesse do not delay in sending me word of eny informstion or preparation
you need ss I find I have to go rether slowly end retion myself as
%o hourse

1 hope also it will be possible to come %o goue
eoneclusion with regerd to lYiss Sweeney end her luture, smnd theb
possibly you end I cen work out somebhing by whiech our garden end
of the budget can help bYowsrd her salary, ss & garden guide and
school children tescher, Think ¥his over but of course do not say
snything to her about it. '



Mr. Bryce lMay 20,1941. page 2

Heve the various over-sized tubbed plants been
cleared out, es if not we must sgsiv Bitack the guestion and get
rid of the ones we deflinitely don't need,

Has the Jesminum nudillorum been planted on the
east side of the east logpiae et the east end of the new liuseum room?

Can you heve & small piece of wall such us you think
1 mean to use at the soubh parking space, resdy snd laid up for me
somewhere 80 thet I cen gebt an idea of its appesrsnce, end you cen give
me an idea of ite cost?  Hemember also that there was to be & curbing
about eight inches high at the edge of the parking spece,.

Have you found the two litile lanterns which lirs.
Bliss seemed to think oould be placed at the north door of the
Hugeun loggia?

Doubtless the flagred stone has been laid between
the men's dressing room and the peol,

Looking ferwerd to seeing you before long, I em,

Yours very truly,
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Hay 20, 1941

Mre Irving Ce Roob
Superintendent Nationel Cepitsl Parks
Weshington, Ds Co

Isar ¥re. Roob:

A nice note from Hr. Thacher tells me thet you
and your colleagues feel that it would be desirable to have a
Dumbarton Oaks Committee eonsisting of 1 Superintendent of the
¥etional Capitel Parks (happily yours®lf in this instence)
1 Bliss; 1 Harverd; and 1 Farrand. As %o the fifth member I quite
agree that we could settle upon hinm leter.

Y¥res. Bliss was most ecager to heve this Committee
approved of becsuse she felt thet she did not went to promise eid
in the necessery walk widening along the stremmside, or the possible

construction of e path across the North Clifton hillside before she N

was sure thet we would all be working hand in hend, Will you,
therefore, some of these days write me & note which I can pass on to
her %to show that you do welcome the Comuittee so thet I mey write
her and tell her that her three old men will be employed in fust
this design end cabtruetion work which she has so much at heart.

Of course incidentally they could be of use in keeping things

going but their mein besks would be the walk construction snd design
work which you might not be able to start.

As I hope to be in Washington in the early days of
June perhasps we could errange to weet et Dumbsrton snd discuss the
peth widening and consbruction, and possibly the present uncertain
£ifth member of the Coumittee.

I hope I am not going sheed too fast in telling Mrs.
Bliss that you and your collesgues would be delighted to have the
Committee, and hope you will feel thet the Park foremen and ¥r. Bryce
will collaborate as colleagues on the welk construction thet we may
be able to meke this summer,

Hoping to see you in the near fubture, I am,

Yours sinecerely,



