MADE IN ENGLAND.

BEATRIX FARRAND
LanDscaPE GARDENER
REEF PoINT

Bar HArBOR., MAINE

April 11,1950

Mrs. Robert Woods Bliss e LS v
1537 28th Street e
Washington, D, C. 7

Dearest Mildred:

You and I are close tied to the gardens at Dumbarton Oaks and their
future, which we both would like to feel was safe and as assured as anything
can be in this crazy world. The papers and plans which Mr. Thacher would
like to have at Dumbarten Caks are spoken of in these letters. The plens
are, as you already know, valuable for their continuity and their defeats
as well as their 1little victories. Perhaps Mr. Thachermay not realize
what an underteking it will be to go through, catalogue and put in workable
order, the l&tters, drawings and sketches. So these letters are going to
Mr. Thacher and the carbon copy of the letter to Mr. Williams who is one
of the firmest advocates Dumbarton Oaks has among those of my art., Will
you see what you think.

All goes wellhere, and we start for home in three weeks.

Your devoted
Trix



April 11,1980

¥re Johm 8, Thuchsr, Director
Dumbertes Oaks Libreary and Collection
eorgetown, Weshington, D.C.,

Denr ¥r, Thecher:

¥r, Patborson tells me you sre preparing for the arrival of
the Dumbarton Caks plens end correspondence, There will be 8 formida'le
eollection, If I sm eorrect, the designer of @ place is supnosed to de
the owner of the drawings und letters, but as you sre ready to take over
the big files I am gled to give them to lumbarton Caks when you tell ne
the files sre resgy and you are resdy for the aarrﬁsporé&mea. Of eourse
you know, by insggnet, that it is rare thet & continucus history of a
plece covering wore than 20 yesrs is te be found, Therefore, the papers
have ocossidersble professional value, sptirely sside from the importence
of the plasce or the abllity of the designer, You will of course want to
make this meteriel es aveilable end vseful to students of Lerndsecspe
Architecture as the library and the rest of the ecollsotions are to studenis
of 2 more distent time, Talken all in 8ll, letters, dreawinses, shketeles, ete.
there must be well over 8000 items, verheps more pearly 10,000, and these
will roed esreful sortirg end csteloguing whieh we are trv‘ﬁg tﬂ do. with
the Gertrude Jekyll collection at Reefl Point.

The seme post will esrry & letter to ¥r, Bradford Williewms telling

. him of the proposed transfer %o Dumbsrton Uake and that urdoubtedly you will

" wish him to nokify the schools of Landsespe Architecture that the material

is ot Dumbarton Osks and will be availeble to proverly scersdited studerts,

a8 woll as the working }ihrarv and sone of the rerer old booke on hortioulture
and design,

There is no doubt in my mind thet you will be eager to add the
Dumbe réon Usk drawines, obtes., o the esiteblishment svd thet veu will aprse
they shall be & part of the gerden educationsl seetion of tre plece,

Trusting you will lsve s plessant end profitedble journey, 1 asn,

Ever yours,

This letter was written by Mrs. Farrend by hend in Califorria and sent here to
be typed.

Seeretary

il



April 11,1850

¥r. Bredford Williems,
g Purk Street
Boston, Massechusetts

Dear ¥r. Billiemss

If I am not mistaken, the drswings, etec., pertaining to a plece
of work underteken for a client belong by legel right to the designer.
However the legal asspects of the guestion mey be, in the present instence
you are being written to beceuse Dumberton Gaks hes for some time warted to
heve at Washington, in their possession, all the drewings and mrm&méﬁmc
perteining to thie work. 1t would suit my plens for Reef Point to have
the spsoe now oscupied by the drawings end le tters, but you will perheps
advise me to tell Mr. Thecher, the Direetor at Dumbsrton Uske, that it is
seldom & history of a plsce, 1ts attemptes, fellures end successes is continuously
carried on for well over 20 yesrs., Therefors, entirely aside from the
morits of the desizr, the history would seem sdviseble to have carefully
satalogued, sefely housed end of course mede availeble to students of
Lendscape Architecture. %ould this be your peint of view alsoe? 1If so,
& copy of this ls tter to wou will be sent to Mr. Thecher. Haturally his
interests are far more closely tied to the Bygzentine snd mediaewval scholerly
part of the Dumbarton Caks Collections, and he mey not realize that
cateloguing end making aveileble these documents would be a considerable
undertaking whieh he may not be sble te pronize to carry outl.

if the colleetion is moved to Dumbarton Osks would it not be wise
for vou to rotify the Head of the Departmenis of lLandscape Architecture st
the wvarious schools thet this collection would be in ¥ashirgton, snd catslogued
and ready for their use, togethsr with & good working librery, end & growing
eollection of the rarer old books.

Yours ever sincerely,

Yhis letter wes written by Mrs. Farrend by hand in Cslifernia end typed
here st Bar Yarbor.

Secretery

oo, Y Hoohee

fhiccien



