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Dearest

Ls soon as & message comes to one of your Dumbarton Oaks
group it is at once relayed to the others, so that your good news to
lir. Russell as to Robert's steady improvement hes come to me vesterday
and filled my devoted heart with rejoicing for both of you. It would
seem as though at the end of nearly two weeks the fear of complications
might be almost cast eside, although mine hed his set-back two weeks
and a day after the operation was over,

Ilex is still in the hospital and I find him physically
end surgically doing splendidly but his nerves are anything but stesdy
and he is profoundly depressed and feels he is never going to be really
well snd strong againt This of course is only one stage in any recovery
ut I am sorry poor liex has hed to go through it, as he is usually so
courageous end so cheerful that this particular knockout blow seems to
heve hit him in the midriff.

I seem to have kept on pretty well., The last few days have
been heavy on account of his excessive despondercy but prob~b1v I am not
the best person to be with him and so am tapering off my visits. H
doubtless will be bréught home within the next few days, and the nurse'!s
report this moring is of decided improvement physically end surgically
and apparently reazonably cheerful,

Will you some of these days when you think of it tell your
Pogtal Telegraph people in a Barbara thaet thelr service is PXOQPO“V‘]y
unsatisfactory here. Is tho telegrems to me could go by Vestern Union
I should get them some hours earlier than by the dawdly Postal, who are
both carel:ss end insccurate. I know it is hard to separate oneself from
& service to which one is attached but truly the Postal is hopeless for
this neighborhoodl

Isn't it magnificent news that liadame Centacuzene is slready
better and said to be improving end with a prospect of much better sight
than for some previous vears?

You mey imegine how thankful I em to heve llax here in the
culet and good air and when he gebs home he will doubtless be in the
gerden if I can persusde.him to go out of doors, s he is not a zood
out-df-doors subject unless he has something sctually to do, like fishing

or gardening,

MADE IN ENGLAND.



Mrs. Bliss 8/14/41 -2

Don't bother about me as guite frenkly I am surprised to
find myself as well as seems the case. Perhaps the housshold finds
me somewhal peppery but they are used to that}
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ly deerest two my fondest love goes to you - the well
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end the nearlyv-well,
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PeSe OSome of these days I am going to start pruning the Dumbarton Osk
1istoric tablet as to number of words if you will permit this,

end let me know some time whether or not I may have a preliminary
sketeh of the tablet made by liss Havey, expensive as she isl



