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Mrs. Robert Vioods Bliss
Casa Dorinda

Hot Spring Road

Sante Barbara, California

Dearest Twin:

This will be a bulletin with regard to the historic
tablets.

There is no question that the place chosen between
the two gates on R Street is the right one for the big taeblet. It
was gquite curious to see how within fifteen minutes after the dummy
hed been put up there were at least three or four different parties
of motorists who stopped to look over the dummy end to read such of
it as was decipheable.

You are quite right in thinking it too large, and
I em therefore enclosing you (in case you mey not have it) = copy
of the wording for the tablet so thet you may see whether or not it
can be reduced in eny way that would please you.

The two maps quite definitely will be bebter to omit
if you will esgree to this as it will make the whole unit much too
clumsy to work in well with the general surroundings., Thet would you
think with regerd to meking the tablet as plain es possible, and perhaps
finishing its top with either a broken pediment, or a pediment with

a couple of rolls? As we seem to have a good many oak leasves, sheaves
of wheat, snd various other emblems, therefore I should suggest making

the tablet just es simple as possible, and meking its good looks dependent
entirely on the lettering end spacing. Do you think it might be well

to consult the Havey-let with regard to this lettering? as I am not
too sure Coles is quite able for it, I don't of course want to make

any move until you sey the word,

lly notion of the whole teblet would be something
fairly plain and more or less in the Williemsburg type (and I have not
consulted lir. Vatermen with regard to this}) obviously the object of
the tablet is o tell its story and if it can do this in a dignified
wey without drawing attention to its trimmings it would seem to me
better then by allowing it to be over-ornamented.



The tablet could of course be stuck into the wall
with consoles on either side but it was clear to all of us when
we looked at the dummy that the projection of the top of the tablet
above the present open-work brick railing is essential.

liore will go to you tomorrow with regard to the
various other irons we have in the {ire. Yur devoted love to you

both, although my Chief must give you an absentee hug as he is uway
happily on the salmon river.,

Yours ever and always,

\anjz&xiz/ .



Copys

Chronological Tables for the R Street Gate Posts w=~an inscription
on two tabletss

Tablet 41
2ap of the Rock of Dumberton and a leter addition with the
inscriptions
1702 Colonel Ninian Beall "The Rock of Dumbarton"
A Grent from (ueen Anne
1717 Colonel George Beall, his son, added the land north
of the present R Street, now known as Dumbarton Osks.
1780 Thomes Beall, son of George, sold the property to
.1illiem Dorsey
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Tablet 72 » b

1801 Williem Hemmond Dorsey built this House+re—sold it to

1805 Robert Beverley,who named it

Acrolophoséﬁouse in the vave)%e'bequeathed it to

1822 James Bradshaw Beverley,who €old it to

1823 James Edward Celhoun, wifesold it to

1829 Brook lackall, ¥ sold it %o

1846 Edward lagruder Linthicum,who enlarged

the House and @erdens and chenged the name to
%onterey;é%ﬂ bequeathed it to
1869 Idwerd Linthicum Dent,
1891 Ilenry Fitch Blodnt bought and enlerged it
and named it The Oaks, His widow sold it to N
Robert Woods end liildred Bliss/A#& remodeled the Mouse
added to the grounds, created the @ardens and
rechristened the whole
Dumbarton Osaks,
Thet its service to the community might remein unbroken
¢ They conveyed it to
Herverd University,
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(small map of the present Dumbarton Oeks et the bottom)




