THE OAKS.
Mrs, Robert- Woods Bliss, June 24, 25, 1922,

The Qaks: offers opportunities for development on so many
Aaif ferent lines thaet it is difficult to know which to emphasize
most strongly in the begimning. For purposes of convenience,
therefore, the various sections will be discussed in thelir rela-
tion to the house and its approaches, begimning with the entrance
on R Street and the border plantations and the house and its
immediate surroundings and leaving the development of the ravines
and broock to be spoken of under another heading,

It would seem as though the wiole street front seetion of the
place should be treated from the point of view of some of the
large, ample, old, half-€ity, half eountry houses, which one
assaciates with certain districts in England and Prance and to a
eertain extent in our own south. The house is not quite a country
house, nor is it in the leest a town bullding. Its proportions
are so harmonious and iis horizontal and vertical lines so strong
and well considered thmt it Imposes a treatment as carsfully
thought out in the planting, The whole feeling of the entrance
front of the house should be one to be gained through easy flowing
lines, dark masses of feliags, considered quite as much from the
point of view of winter effect as summer space and guietness. It
would seem as though no,so-called, ornamental planting should be
attempted and that the forms and textures should be all that ave
needed to gilve the feeling of dignity and simplicity which the lines
of the bullding themsslves demand.

While iIn no way should the planting on R Street look as though
it were intended to close out people's view of the place, it should
in effect do this, but by giving them interesting and pretty plants
to look at, with oceasional caleulated glimpses of the place,
arranged so that they will not rake the windows and gawdens, the
passersby will not feel erudely excluded and yet additional privacy
will be secured for the owners of The Osks:. a

On a separate sheet a temtative list is given of the plants to
be used for the R Street bopder plantation. The evergreen§ whaties
coniferous or broad-leave 18ed as the backbone of the planta-
tion, the north outlinme of whieh should be irregular and worked oub
to suit the needs of screening heavily where more screening is
needed and lighter where there 1s already a good mass of protection.
A gainst this main planting should be added a few single flowering
trees or a group of shrubs here or there, bearing in mind, however,
that the interruption of the evergreen border by too many so-called
incidents of planting will tend to take away from its dignity without

giving enough variety to make it worth while.
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~_ Probably the heaviest mass of large plants will be required
on the line between the front door and the street running south
from the west entrance,

As a protective fence along the south front, it is suggested
to try and keep the present stone retaining wall if it can be made
to last and adapting an iron fence to its top which could be used
in modified design along the vhole south front, taking, for in-
stance, the good eighteenth century model of the dart picket or
halberd picket. The design for these might be detormined later as
it may be a possible convenience to the border planting to be able
to do this, sazticsderdy from the R Street front, and a permanent
fence might be troublesome to deal with, However, the permenent
fence might be essential if thefts of plants are likely. No
planting should be countenanced which in any way would distract
ones attention from the simple and beautiful lines of the grades
and the magnificent oak trees which surround the house, It is,
therefore, suggested that the planting of this south front of the
house be in a sense as permanant, and, if one may so say, im-
personal, as possible, leaving the more delicate arrangements to
serve as attractive objects for the walks and paths which will
some day be worked out on the north slopes.

_ A sereen of fairly large evergreens, box ysws, or holly,
will have to be used on the southwest corner of the house in order
to hide the service entrance from the front. The exact position
of these different plantations is difficult to determine academical-
1y, and the most important groups should be placed on the ground
as alterations of grade, root space and exact angle of vision
should be the controlling factors, rather than their exact position
upon a planting plan.

__ For the smuth front of the house, a pair of large Buxus
suffruticosa , approximately four to five feet high and if possible
about six to eight feet in diameter, will probably be the best
plants to use for the spaces on o&thgé gide of the front steps,
placing the center of the plant %°{¥S" space between the pairs of
windows. This will allow plenty of light to come in to the basement
windows and yet will partially mask them. A splash of He helix
dentata (the laorge-leaved English ivy) should be planted on both
east and west wings, On the east wing between the east library
windows and on the vwst wing west of the pantry window, Another
plent of ivy of the palmata variety (a small-leaved sort) will give
a different texture and yet an evergreen effect if set out on the
wall west of the west dining room window. A white jasmine might
look well on the angle east of the east salon window, ‘Underneath
the west library window and near the pantry window a group of flat
fat dwarf English yew (Taxus baccata var. repandens) will make
a round-headed and dark-colored group somewhat balanecing the larger
round-headed group which the' two large box plants will make on either
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side of the main entrance.

- It is possible that clipped wall shrubs might add to the
appearance of the front of the house, but the writer feels that
the proportlons are so good that little should be done until
after experiment has been made as to exactly vhere the accents

A s the service road is likely to be brought in from the side
street and approaching the house at an angle of approximately 2
forty-five degrees, it will be by its position fairly sell screened
from the front and only an occasional tree or shrub will be needed
to hide it completely. e

- _The north front of the house with its vista, cedar edged,
may be developed in so many different attractive ways that it is
difficult not to be distracted, Clearly a long pool would be
beautiful in spring and sutumn., The only question is whether
it would have the same charm in winter and if the poo}l eould be
kept full in winter or whether it would mean & studled decoration
for an empty conecrete tank, Obviously, however, a large vhite
maple tree is required on the east side of the vista to balance
the large tulip tree on the northwest angle., There is also a
possibllity that a plant of Magnolla grandiflora {the evergreen
Magnolla) would be well-placed at the imner angles of the vista
where they woald be secen in winter even if the wesvern one was
hidden by the horse chestnut in summer., As the north court of
tho house is extremely siccessful in its proportion and design,
the planting ghould also be garefully studied so that i} shall
balance and the small irregularities in design®concealed By plant-
ing. For instance, the runway on the west side of the court
might well be hidden by a square ivy covered railing simulating a
hedge and on the east side of the court a real hedge could be
planted of approximately the same dimension and in front of both
the real and imaginary hedge separate plants could set at
regular spaces. A gain, the treatment of the wall on the no th
of the house should be ecarefully studied as here the writer is
convineed that the clipped evergreen thorn, or other rough, bushy
wall-shrub such as are used in England, largely evergreen in :
character, would give good shadow and pleasant interruption to
gﬁ ﬁfﬁes of the briek without spoiling the proportions of the

 No definite suggestion is made with regard to the planting
under the north ?}‘mryas it is felt that this is one of the
most Important pleees of planting to be done, requiring both
delicacy and solidity of treatment and where exactly the right :
material should be used to get a continuous effect without comrse-
ness or monotony. - It is possible that a combination of Japanese
Andromedas and A belia might be used. '



On the northeast corner of the house two magnificent oak
trees inclosed by the low brieck wall inevitably suggest the making
of a green garden vwhich would in a sense be a part of the rooms
looking out on it. The eamst wall of the library is the hardest
part of the planting of this scheme. A heavy mass of evergreen
foilage is required in the suthwest angle. This may be ocbtaln-
ed in one of tw or three ways, either by planting a teamporary
large cedar tree vhich shall be taken aut later when the wall
covering develops, or by planting and patiently waiting for a wall
covering of heavy texture such as the large~leaved ivy or the
evergreen magnolia pinned to the wall as it 1s so often grown
in Englend, or another evergreen wall-shrub of heavy follage
vhich should be kept clipped. The main carpet of ihe green
garden should be, in the writer's opinion, a small-leaved plant
with evergreen foilage, such as the periwinkle (Vinea minor),
using both its blue and white varieties. The main, central plct
had probably better be of one plant, or possibly interrupted, if
there is danger of monotony, by one or iwo evergreen Azaleas or
Andromedas. The borders should, however, be somewhati varied

and plants of coarser leaf could be used, such as Pachysandra,
Hypericum, Berberis, repens ete. Groups of small bulbs might be
planted among the vinca or other ground cover in order to give
early flower and on the east side of the garden shade-loving
plants, such as some of the evergreen ferns and early spring
flowering varietiss, could be used in combination with Christmas
roses, Tiarella (foam flower), Galax, Shortia and Vancouveria.
There should not be much planting on the brick wall, and wvhatever
35 used should be very fine in leaf, as every effort should be
made v axaggerste tho already large scale of the oak, by making
the suryounding plents very fine and delicate in follage and ,
growth, The use of too much Evonymus 1s not advised as 1t will
make rather a bristly ground cover. It may be useful in certeir
amés shere just this effect is required on the house ar gardsn

‘The exact solution for the steps from the east windows of
the music room must be srrived at before a deeision can be reach-
ed as to the planting of this section. The terrace which was
spoken of may work out conveniently as the present steps seem to
make an awkward pocket approach from the back of the eorridor
leading to the Orangery. The north side of the Qrangery will
naturally be flagged as 1t will be a pleasant place to sit on
hot sunny mornings. It is, therefore, doubtful vhether it will
be possible to cmtinue the border of eve rgreen ferns along the
Orangery wall. This wuld, however, be attmetive if they would
not be t00 much damaged by the wear and tear of chairs and tables
being pushed against them. The south side of the Qrangery, with
its great Magnolia, should be planted with some evergreen ground
ecover, such as the hybrid St. John's Wort (hypericum Moseriamum)
with snow drops and an early iris planted through it. Probably
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the list of plants already suggested for the Orangery can material-
ly be added to after thinking and seeing wiat iz used for the same
purpose sbroad, Certainly two more names should be added, the
blue Solanum capensis and the orange-colored streptosolen Jamesori,
The materials to be used in the QOrangery will have to be renewed

- and replaced from time to time when they are out of bloom or un-
attractive,and in order that a saccession of plants may be kept in
good condition it will be neecessary to construect quite a large
so~called pit 1in vhieh these plants can be wintered and kept in
the approximate temperature which will be used for the Grangsry.
Standard wisterias will also be attractive to force and an
occasional ¢limbing rose in a tub or early daphne or eherry will
make a pleasant change without entalling much trouble or eapense.
The pit to be construeted should be not smaller in floor area than
the Orangery itself, and, i1f possible, it should be larger in order
to allow space for replenishment, as much of its usefulness will be
as an overflow from the Orangery and ite reservoir. As it is un-
likely that all of the planis for the Orangery can be obtained at
short notice, it will probably be time enough to start the pit
next agtunn or winter. In the mearitime, Gray might look for the
plants needed and report as to what he finds and in what condition,
A duplicate list of the Orangery list is sent in order that Gray
may have the list of materials wanted., ; :

The planting around the tennis court should be carefully
studied. It is not gquite clear whether 1% had better be in the
main deciduous or evergreen in character. As it will not bs con-
spicucuely In view from ths house, at any rate at present, it may
be advisable to make the maln part of it deciduous, using the
heavy stune walls as backgrounds for fine climbers such as roses,
clementis, jasmine ete., and keeping the plantations to the varievies
of spring and autumn flowering and fruliting plants,

The east front of the house really pressntis the hardest problem
at present as the grading must be restudied before it can be made a
satisfactory platform for the house. The various suggestions as
for shortening up the terraces in different directions were made
verbally and can hardly be more erystalized until studled immediately
on the plan. The more the problem is amsidered, however, the more
it seems clear that the rose garden must be practically flat in
appearance and that a large sione wall on its west side, if properly
designed, would make a considerable part of its charm, The wall
and steps, while not in any way ambitious or pretentious in scheme,
could be a vital part of the plan and if made of fairly large rough
stone, perhaps buttressed as many of the old stone walls are and
simple in parapet, whether of iron, or stone, or hedged, i would
mgy glve the dressed-up appearance so repelleht in many modern
gardens, : 3

The lower herbaceous garden should, in the writers mind, be
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a very much less prim design than the rose garden, with consider-
able masses of peremnlals, none of them large in size, but giving
a sort of general friendly mixture of color and form and entirely
different in type from the upper level. 4 lisi of some of the
dif ferent flowers suggested for the herbaceous garden is also
enclosed and tentative miggestions for some of the groupings.

- . The pool below the herbaceous garden, with its grassy seats
and slopgy may be made an umisual frame for an out~of-doors pic-
ture. It is so entirely romantiec in type that all sorts of plants
of the weeping-willowlsh variety will be sppropriate, but as so
mach of its treatment must be a subject for later study any :
suggestions with regard to its future development are withheld for
the present. : :

~ The whole scheme for the north slopes of the property should

properly be studled from the ground itssif rather then from any
plan, as the contours and expressions of the ground will control
the plantations more strongly than any other feature. The brook
certainly could be widened and dammed up at various points and
used ae a mirror in which to reflect large plant@%f azaleas and
 iris, or overhanging dark masses of hemlock, with"water-loving
plants growing on their still surface,; and walks arranged on the
different levels so that the plantations could be seen from above
- as wll as from thelr own level., It is hoped that one ravine could
‘be given over to a mass of azaleas, another %o a plantation of
Wagnolias and crabs, and that a walk be arranged of the different
varieties of lilac following the test boundary and in general making
the old fashioned "eireMPHialk" which was so usually a part of
every elghtesnth century éasiw;., It is also hoped that a part of
the grounds could be developed as a "Wilderness" where hollies,
yewe, ivies and spring flowering Magnolias and winter flowering
shrubs would make an attractive walk to be followed in winter,
‘Anotler part of the grounds should have a primrosge garden, possibly
. surrounded by a nut walke a large mass of forsythia planted on

one of the hillsides and in combination with the blue Iung wort
and daffodils will be sttractive at its own moment, and in the
writer's mind the developmont of the north part of the place should
be on the lines of a series of interesting plantations, each thought
out for a certain season, end easily reached by a good walk and yet
not consplcucusly In view when it was not at i1ts best. :

- Obviocusly the place for the big kitchen garden iz in the 2 res
between the present gardener's house and the east terrace. The
survey chows it to bs the only approximately level part of the

ground and there is no reason why it should not be worked attractive-
i1y into the scheme of walks leading from the house around the bound-
aries., The cutting garden should be thought out as a part of this
scheme and espaliered and cordon, small fruit and large, should be
planted on either side of the walks and elso on the hillsides
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: sie;ﬁng &mm from the terraces to the garden. This would asm

to tie the whole scheme of house, terrace and gmn garden,
swimming ’g;mii and kitchen garﬁazx, into a unit. »

- Two suggbsmam are faaéia for consideration. The first, that
an oak rift paling be used on Lover's Lane in combination with the
maﬁnt retaining wall vhere the wall is needed. The paling could
be spaced so that intervals would show glimpses of the pluce with-
out maké;ng it a part of the publie highway. » :

??msa n@%ﬁﬁ shs}ulé not be considered as mwore than suggestions
end jottings, the result of only a few hours acquaintance with the
Oaks and are subject to slteration and change of mind on the owners
and designers part.

72‘0’%"‘3 ~ ya.vd.ev— ~/[cz..—/.-:f Lt



‘Mrs. Bliss, - June 25, 1922,

@agmﬁlia foetida (grandiflora)
Ilex aquifolium, English Holly,

" opaca American "
Buxus arborescens, Box, tall
Uedrus Libani, Gedar of ﬂe&aﬂan,
Taxus baccats, English Yew,

" auagi&a%a, Japanese "
Tsuga carolinisna, Hemloek 0

" Sueboldii i Jape

» Canadensis, " Northern
Aa%nelia eaﬂﬁyia&a, ﬁagna&ia, whita,

Zalmia la%ifaii&, 1t faumel ;
Rhododendron, only white anﬁ\yal pink,
use sparingly.

uatoaeawterazia variety, Loucctmee,
ultheria Shallon

Sr&taegua pyraeaﬁtha

Osmanthus iligcit falia

Berberis aqmifalium, bos

&eriuw ﬂla&n&ex

rxfah@sparmaw
Lemon Verbena
Azalea - single,

Camellia, a&ngl@,

Oranges in variaty,

Hibisecus,

Ebmagranate

Humea ele

Portugal 1&&%&&,

Acacias in var.

White orape murtle,
Pittosporum,

Koseﬁﬁamarqae & Marechal HNiel,
Amaryllis,

Lilies in Tubs.



