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Mrs. Robert Woods Bliss
1587 28th Street
Weshington, D. C,

Dearest Mildred:

This is the shop pert of our joint work in the two lovely days
tozether et Dumbarton Osks. MNr. Thacher has elresdy sent me a list of his
understanding of our agreements. As his letter to me crossed one posted to
him two days ago I send you & copy of my notes to him, Over end above these
notes lMr. Thacher end I agreed thet "utility" books to the smount of {75,
could be bought for Miss Sweeney during the fiscal yeer July 1,1944 -July 1,1948,

If you want to add to the "library” books on horticulture and design
& fund of approximately 500, ought to accomplish much if spent over e period
of four or five years. Two catelogues were given me end the only books in the
K. Gregory catalogue, 22 Fast 7lst Street, that seem to me %o be in your
"alley" are the three numbers 258 lrs, Londdm's "The ladies #+xOrnemental Bulbous
Plents {55.; 259 "The Ladies *x Ornemental Ammuals £50.; end 261 "The Ladies *x
Ornamental Perennials $100, The price of the two first numbers is sbout their
usual market quoted price, The perenniel book is desrer than seems to me NEecessarye
It would seem wise definittely to rule out such books as Mthaux Muthallts
"Silve" end Gerarde's Herbel unless & particulerly good copy should be aveilable
et a reasonable price. Also the botenical megazines - such as Curtis - seem
to me rather beyond what Dumbarton needs. This same catalogne carries the titles
of some utility books which I am hoping to get for the THarvard sccount efter I
check with Miss Sweeney es to whether or not she alreedy has them,

In the Duleu catalogue which lMiss Sweeney also zave me T don't see
any items that seem worth bringing to your attention,

The nursery plet offered on your White Haven lend is likely ‘o be
of definite use for Dumbarton and of course if Harvard is 21]lowed toise the
land it will be with the understending that the plents are to be moved when.
the lend is sold.

Your comments on the record notes are going to be immensely helpful
es Miss Sweeney and Bryce have checked for the accurscy of the planting lists
end plent positions and lMr. Thacher has run through the notes and savs they
seem approximately whet he thinks useful.

As soon as I catech up with the nightmere of delayed corresnondence end
orders the work on the record notes will be pursued end then the design for the
low Ellipse well started and the first rough sketches for peving the Green Garden,
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You heve been very patient with me on the whole Santa Berbere
Botenic Gerden situation end I em sorry to have bothered you so constently
with my worries end anxiety over the sitvetion and the difficulties of Ven
Rensselaer's position,. You have mede me see tkat the French seying is more
true than ever in my case - "Surtoubt point de 78le", es I can well see what a
nuisence the Bosrd of Trustees must have often thovght me. Your letter %o
the Genersl speaking of the gift vou expect to meke to the Garden should sssure
its continuence on the present wise lines end vou and I both hove that Ven
Rensselser's position will be assured by your gift and th t he will be less
fretted by constent slight obstructions built up by the Board. There are no
words to thenk you for whet you have done es the Garden has come to mean &
preat desl to me individuelly and as an integrsl end lovely part of an intimetely
beautiful whole,

1

Agein thenk you for two perfect days. Ticked ex had over-tired hims elf
slightly lest weei so that there are one or two down deys but nothing serious and
it only means that I must stay fairly close on my job. Ve both send you and
Robert our devot ed affection end both also send you our gratitude for what
vou are doing et Santa Barbare.

Yours ever,
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