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Herch 28, 1938

Iy very dearest Mildred:

Your letter of the 16th has come and as usual has crossed
mmmhingm@mawﬂméﬂmmnmﬁbmw&otm nicest
thing thet gomes to you or me, and that is to help our companions in
their works

, The new piece of work which has come to me in this last
winter iz one that you will 1ike to hear about as it is the permanent
sort of emterprise which you and I like, The Counecil for Dr, Hale's
great 200winch telescope has asked for help in the planting and surround-
ings to the great dome, and the beauty of the situation, the majesty of
the construction and the real inspiration of what it implies are as
stimulating as the site itself,

] Haturally I was much interested to hear thet it required
restraint on your part not to plunge heavily in orchids and that you felt
that the Flower Show plents of Platyelinis were not as good as you left
et home. Our own orchids here have kept the blue room in flower sll through
the #inter, and now a yellow Oncidium, an Faster present from dear Clemmy
last year, is in full bloom end & couple of Cypripediums are following A

pretty white Cattleya which nobly ceme out for Foundert's Day on the 27th

It is reelly ocurious how closely our minds jump in parallel
lines as I have known subgonsciously that you were worried at not hearing
from me and yet there never seemed tc have been a time for a reelly
intimete lettor.

o E Dumbartonts future is most exeitings the sculpture gallery,
the Princeton-farvard interest and the Christian and Byzentine census.

| All things thet tend %o build en enduring structure seem worth while in

these days of shadow and the guiet of Dumbarton®s trees end the seremity
and beauty of the house must stay as long as people neod reste

The insoription to Gray is just right., I am keeping a copy
of it and have an idea that possibly you might like to mention the length
of his service at Dumbarton and what its development gained from his wise
sypervisions The finish = "the dignity of his spirit is gathered in the
shadows of these gardens he loved so well" == is perfect, Perhaps when
we moet, whether at Dumbarton or elsewhere, we can speak of this and I will
work over it on my way east.
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48 to your letter of the 10th of Februery, so long wr

m&k%ﬁm%ﬁiﬁu&mgﬁwamwmm
at Dunbarton. Vhat think yout?

Agreed that the dracaeneas should be suppressed.

The petterns of theﬁe, at least some of ‘Em, were

Horth Bﬁ§ of the Herd Carden. These have been criticized
and returned to yous They seem to me excellent.

Forsythia Gatee. The one that seems to me superior to the
others is the one marked "1" as to the size of the gate; possibly the one
marked "2" for the top of the gate, or conceivebly "3." 4% would
loose its side dolphins in the shrubs; “5“ would be too clumsy bordering
the walk, and "6" would also loose its "eers” in the chrubse After all,
my "1" and your "most promising one" are fairly alike es to bases and w
"2" is exactly like yout "promising one”. I guestion the width of the
eonsoles at the base and think possibly a simpler treatment would be ;
better, but again possibly e dey's dunmying et Dymbarton would helps And
by as.:t meens let us get this gate done and decide definitely whether it
is to be an arch or dear Gray's preferred gate posts.

v That good news that the new survey is done, the north boundary
straightened end that we may now all depart in peace if we muste

Terriors
NP Obviously the deat for this must be ready for this spring and
SUNMeTre MM

. - You will perhaps forgive the sorappiness of this note as I
am running through your letters and interjeeting my own ideas as you
stimilate theme

By all means maﬁ:mmmmﬁ between April

25 end April 30, and my ears are sl:'m.éy pricked for your musical aftermoom

m&ﬂmﬁgﬂ'ﬁoMaﬂa@mMmmngmssbmsm
mmmw%mm,mmwaxywmmwmmm

mmum}z;@;mmgm&ﬁs&‘k&n@m
mﬁry@o He is consciencious, steady and loyal. You and I know
thnéiﬁma&aﬂw&&himmaw&wmd&snmmdxw”m
Wni‘a talk with Gray that I had about Bryce and just this possibility.

The news about the replacement of the miserable box hedge
at the tmnt door with & stone wall is just righte The stome wall is

%r
|
|
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going to be not too easy because it is going to show how out of level it
2.:; but again the feithful dwmy will help us not to make more mistekes
than usuale

I have known how mush Lucie's death meant to you but not quite
how deep & wound it would make, as I had not known until you %old me how
elm!ypawﬁmmﬁmgmmnmg You have the power of
giving affection in the way it is most needed, and while it was hardest
fm@uwmmmmﬁem&mmmwm,mmmmzy
did 1t whon Robert and Trnest decided against the journeye What
glorious morey it is to have a 1ife work in which one may =

Itisvwgmdm%hmth&tmljv o tl
country in Mey. One wonders whet his future plans will be and how Hungary
ean get along without hime There is little news from Elisina, for which
&t the moment I am grateful as legal matters ers so complicated and the
whole background so stupldly involved that it is impossible to write sbout
and yet I know you and Robert feel the situation without words being neededs

As you undoubtedly kmow, Arthur Salter ceme out here for a degree
I suppose. le had intended to stay several days but decided to turn around
and leave almost at once. Max said & talk with him at the University of
California with him was most interesting, clear, frank end informing. In all
this strain end distress I ean not tell you wmi; an anchor it is to have
great Palomar end its future to tie to. It makes all the little things of
1ife seem so temporary —-e

Please thenk deer Dorothy for her nice letter and tell her
that Dumbarton and ghe are linked in my affoctionate thoughts., As the days
go on the tie between you and me grows instead of lessnes in spite of
separation and silwes, but I do chafe ot the separation and long for an
end to silense. Let us hope it may come within ten days. My heart is
ayer with youe



WILLIAM JAMES GRAY
September 14, 188l ~ December 31, 1937
Superintendent of Dumbarton Oaks

VA
The trees and the plants responded to his care. His
Subordinates followed him gladly because he was just

/.V g 70k

(and patient). His Employers esteemed him for his
fiar-mindendness, loyalty and commin-sense. Unfailingly
courteous and humourously philisophical, he won the
regard of all who knew him and an enduring place in
their memorye
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The dignity of his spirit is gathered into

the shadows of these Gardens he loved so welle



