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Dearest 1iil and elsoc Robs
i i /
The whole Blaksley Garden situation has sattled itself in a wey |
which perhaps neither you nor I enticipated or exactly hoped for, but
&t may be a wiser solution when all the different elements ore teken into
consideration. ) |

Vhen I first sew Gen. Lassiter he kindly asked me to come thet
very day to a comnittee moeting to talk over Garden problems. As you |
remember, I thought it wisest not to intrude myself into the cormittes as
it semed to me that you end I hed agreed that my reletion to the Gardew
was to be more or less informal, and that you should have my impressions’
pessed on to youe { \
| It wes quite clear that Gen. Lassiter was completely bewildered
. about the whole technieal side of the Botenic Garden work and hedly needed
& prop on whieh to lean for edvice. Ue met at the Garden and hed en

interesting end informing talk sbout the whole sitwation and the possible
 future and design of the Garden. He again suggested my coming to &

. committee meeting and agair it seemed to me wiser not %o accept an appointe
ment which implied monthly ettendence and regular visits to the Garden.

I also tried to make it clear to him that 1 wes merely seting as reporter
for youse ' : '

L)

It seemed likely that I should hear from you es to what your
impréssion wes with regard to the general situstion and I had rather thought
and hoped you end I might think there was a possibility of my being useful
and giving oecasional professisnal advice as to the general Gerden design
end sehames. Gon. Lassitor and lir. van Kensselaer both got the improssion
however that I wes holding baeck through unwillingness to telke on an obligation
whereas the situation was exactly the opposite, as I was trying to leave
them and you free to meke & deeision without being commitied to me.

' On the day on which lr. ven Rensselaer end I chose the olive trecs
for Casa lorinde at the Garden we talked about the possibility of eertain
ehengas in design and tentative positions for groups and sc one Various
suggeskions were made to "im in which he scemed interested and which were
more gr less typieal of work done by any consulting landseape gardener. Om
the syne day lire Loockwood de Forest came to Cese Dorinda to enpuer a question
asked) him about the proper method of fertilizing the Casa oak trees. le
and I algo telked about the Bleksley Gerden and we agreed that it had greet
posgibilities of usefulness ard we spoke of design, methods of reising money
end gonerally discussed the whole problem in a professional sand impersonsl
WY . . -
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On the way back from a journey to San Francisco I stopped last
VWednesday &t Sante Darbara to place the olive tregs st Casa Dorinda end
found o letter {rom Gen. lassiter aweiting we saying thet he hed heerd
from lir. ¥an Rensselaer of the talk of the previous week as to design end
general matters and that he and lir. ven Rensselaer had understood that
I was not available ms consultent and they had therefore invited lr. .
Lockwood de Forest to become oonsultin& lendscepe architect of the Garden.
and he hed eccepted the appointment. It was clear that Gene lassiter
feeling the need of edvice, ti‘mkmb me completel§ unevailable, had turned
to a loeal and enthusiastic professional. Gen. ’L&g:siter suggested in his
letter that I come that day to a committee meeting ‘to discuss the general
policy of the Gardeng but lire @e Forest is now officiel advisor and it
therefore would have been diamurteous to him had I accepted.. Gen, Lassiter
was telephonically talked to and his polite invitation to the gommittee |
meeting declined and he was songratulated on havmg, been successful in
getting a loesl and experienced professionel to take cherge of the Garden's
futures lir. van Rensseleer was also spoken to snd & telephonie eonversation
with lr. de Forest indiceted thet he had already been appointed at the time
he and I were diseussing the Garden situation but he very politely had not
told me of his offieial comnection with Blaksley nor did he seem to rasent
made. Haturally if I had known he hed already taken cl‘m.‘rge
) _silem;.

The sslution from the point of view of the Gardan is not exactly
what you and I hed thought it might be, and although g little disappointed,
es 1 hope you will be, at the result of the talks, petmapu it is wise to
have lr. de Forest act es consultant rather than & nore distant and possibly
less constantly aveilable person. lir. de Forest has gpod sense, real love
of California local plent meterial, and will I think be honestly interested
in the Garden and its futuree The whole situation has been & puzzling one.
Gene lassiter's despair in being confronted by a problan emtirely strange
to him and his treining and natural desire to accomplish something quieckly
have perhaps brought about & situation which might have worked out more
slowly in another fashions but as th ngs are it does not'seem as though I
eould be professionally comneeted with the Garden as sdvisor in any sort of
W&y. .~ The impression left .pon the three ingi ;

Gene lessiter, lire van Rensselaer and lir. de Forest — has been ‘one of
entire contentment on my pert with the preawt ‘situstion shd no one but you
and I need ever know that there were other plans in mind wmbh have not
worked out guite as we thought they mighte

lr, and Vre. Bobert Woods Bliss
Dumbarton Osks
‘:!%ashingto&g, Dale
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