March 27, 1947

Mrs. Bestrix Farrend
Valley Ciub of Montecito
Santa barbera, Lalifomis

Desr lirs. Farrand,

Iour letter of Merch Zlst reached me this morming. 4s lrs. Bliss
hed read me parts of your letter Lo her, the contents of your letter to me did not
come &8 & couplete surprise, and 1 was given am opportunity to consider the guestion
very serlously. You have written me whet I feured you would be obliged ic tell
me one of these awys, bul it muakes me sad o think thet that day has now come. I snall
not atbempt Lo tell you now Dumbarton Usks feels sbout yowr retirement.

i understend perfeetly all of the ressons why you feel that you can~
not physically continue to serve as Consulting Landscape Gardener with & clear
conseionce. Fortunately, however, owing to your foresight and gmam&iw, 58 well as
lr. Patterson's own ability, no resl chsnge ln the gerden plcture is necessary.

‘%:xm meses me very happy for innumersble reasone.

lou ssked me whether it would be agreesble to all concerned if
you besame Yemeribus oy honorary", or whelher & perfectly clsen break with tne past
should be made. The latter cuggestion is simply out of the questionl Therefore,
with many expressions of deep gratitude end affection, I &hm ageept your resigne-~
tion as Consuiting Lendscape verdener of Dumbsrton Usks to teke effect ss of July 1,
1947, snd at the sane time appoint you as of July 1, 1947, Comsuiting Landscape
Gardener, Imerita, whica position I trust you will ocoupy for msny, meny years to
come. Any other srrengement would seem Lo me Lo be unwise for the good of lumbarten
Usks and for the mutual happiness of those of ue who sre so interwoven in the garden

pleture.

It is my definite hope that Hr. Patterson will sccept the position
of Consulting Lendscape Gardener, and if he should show sny hesitancy I should be
graveful to you if you would urge him to sceept. Fersonally, 1 think that he is
alresdy suiliclently intrigued and interested in lumbarton Csks to wish to Gontinue
to assiiet us indefinitely. This errangement, which 1 have said, is largely due to
your foresight, seems Lo me excellent and the best possible arrengement, sna it weans
that no bresk with the part hes to be made. It is importent, end 1 sgy this without
any sentiment, ithet you conbinue &s senior sdvisor so that My Patterson and the vest
of us may turn w0 you when we need the bLype of asavice and direction that ean only come
from long years of experience. In this way the idiom which hes been established for
our gerdens cen be perpetusted.

I agree fully with what you huve sald in regard to & Hiss Cweeney.
The sctual liiss Sweeney seems well, interesied and ie due for & raise in salary on
the first of Julyt

I fear that drs. Bliss's friendly interest in my welfare has lesad
her to exaggerate my physical condition. it is true thet at the end of December I had
very severe pains in sy sclatic nerve. Fortunstely, after a month's res€ and exasminstions
by various doctors, tiis has cleared up end 1 do not anticipste any reocourence of
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my former trouble. Thank you for your kind words.

I plan to leave Wesningtonm on May 1st snd to sell from New lork on the
Gthe From the 22nd through the 46tk of april I shall be sither awsy or up to my
sars here 1n w«ork in connection with the Byzsatine Conferences wiieh have been
organised by Princeton University, the Walbers val lery in Beitismore, and ourselves,

I have seot Mr. Patterson my Ilinerary sad toid him thst 1 hoped he eould
come here for nis last visit of the yesr sometime between the fourteenth and the
twenty-Iirst of April. It would be wonderful if your plans could also bring you
here at thst time. As I told you in our lest conversstion in Boston, I consider
it essential bLhal you pay us & visit as seon &s heulth and timetables pesymit.
Un the olher hand 1 should be bitterly disappointed if you csme Lo umbarton Osks
when I wis mol here. o, LI our spring schedules do not coincide, muybe your
visit could be put off until tie chrysenthemum sesson et the very latest.

Tals letter has been & very aifficult one for me to write. However, T do
teke considerable satisfaction in looking forwerd to mény years of heppy ssscciation,
whlch 1 belleve will be profiteble both for lumberton Usks £nd for ourselves person-
saly, inspite of the slighl chaenge in nomenclsture.

Hibh wsny elfectionate greetings,

tours  very ‘sincerely,



