Mrs. Max Fgrrand
1650, Orlando Road
San Marino, California

Harch 4, 1941

Desr lrs. Farrand,

Thank you very much for your letter of February 18th
and for enclosing a copy of your letter to Hr. Hochs of the same dale.
I huve read bhem with interest and care as well 88 your letter bo ¥re
Bryce which he showed ne. ‘

Mr. Bryce will proceed with the pruning of the
"aride, but he feels thal as the ssp has drewdy risen in the buds that
it 15 a little too late Lo pluck them off.

In regard Lo the gresen garden ground cover, he thinks
that ag the ivy will tele soume time to prepare 1t will be wiser %o plent
it in grase now and them Lo beke up the gquestion of ivy latas The idea
of ebandoning the 1ittle flower bed on bhe soulh side ol the gqpoongery
seens to me very semsible, so Bryce will proceed with Lhat ulso. 4ll
simpiificasions of this kind sound sensible snd are moves in the rght
direction.

The chaire for the museum court have been [inished
and are now in place,.

Hrae Bliss did spesk to me in regard o Tinishing

the finizls for the south wall of the flower gardeny but as far as 1
can remenmber, no definite declulon was ever aades :

I wonder whether for ocur needs it would be necessary
to plant vegetables in the uppsr as well as the lower level of the vege-
table gardens. Ky feeling is that it will be chesper and more sconcmical
for ue perticulsrly as there will be pno one here in residence during the
summer months, that is, between June 20th and Beplember 20th to buy what
vegetables we need rather than to ralse our osn. Hr. Bryce does not
entirely agree with this view snd therslore I should appreciabe & frank
opinion from you. ‘

The insoriptions have not bewn carved on the forsythis
gete, but the lettering for them has been givem to Mr. Coles and he is pro-
cesd ing with it, so I hope that will be fimnished very shortly.

The position for the lantern for the service court was tekem
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up with Miss Havey and I shell confirm wibth her my idea as to where it
should be placed. I shall be glad to have 1t attended tos

I spoke with Mr. Bryce with regerd %o sbolishing the beds in
the centrsl grass plab of the herb garden., He suys that it does not
need any plenting wntil May and thet in Hay he will have sufliciend
plents to publ In without any additional cxpense. To my way of thinking,
this is another simplification which, elthough 1t may nol ‘iw & ék,mm
economy, i at lsast & step slong the road of the Dumbsrton Osks of
the future. If you agree with me, will you plesse say wo snd then I whall
&8k Mr. Bryee to plant grass in thelr stead,

There are no engugumenits here for ‘*‘Mm@%&@ » April 24tk nor
on Friday, the 25th, exvepting for s lecture by Professor Dove levi st
five oVclocks On Saturday, the ﬁi&h, the gerdens are opesn in the altor-
poon for the Home for Incurables. However, I should think thet these
three days would give you &rsasug&z time to abbend to the various things

you are looking after for Mrs, Bliss as well as to discuss Harverdls
preblens.

- |

I &h&%& pow turn to the polnts which you brought up in your

letter to Mr. Bachs. I heve noted the {ive mmﬁ ah@m which M Blies
said she would like you to help her, Plesse let me know if I can be of
any asslotance,

The painting of the Fm*wt hie snd Hasel Wolk gates 1s bedng
avbended Lo snd 1 have s:.a.%.*@ told Hr, Bryoe to go zhesd with the temnise
court entrange to the Box Welk. He sgsures me thut it »ill not be an
expensive or difficult undertaking.

L

I have auked Mr. Bryce to prepere Tor me & memorandum of what
he thinks it coste p@r year o run the g%wmm&%m When we have Lhese
figures in hand and have had an opportunity of discussing the whole policy
of the greenhouses with the ﬁcmﬁmm&, ws shall be in a better position
to tuke u@x with Mrs, Bliss her suggestion of sharing these eupenses with
Harvards. I do not belisve that we willi be justified anmcther year in main-
teining them on thelr present bosis.

X apypreciste your writing to us in regard vo Ulss Sweeneyts
salerye It Lo wmost genercus of Mre. Blise to with %o conblaue with it
until the Catalogue House is finished end we are, o courss, gratelul to
Hros Blise for wunting o take cars of Lhe vavious unfinlshed itens
wiich you heve senblonied,

L wonder if it is necessary Lo bave tree lLights z;lmw; neny the
new wings. lon't this a thing we could disouss togather durdlng your visis?

I shell hope for an inspivation for en ornament to replade the
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shell  on sither snd of the inscription in the loguilsa.

I trust that the inseriptions for the R Btroet vlers mby be
eliminated. Your suggestion of having & larger tablet in the middle of
the wall between the two enlrance gates appesls to me much nors.

I am afraid that nothing can be done this vear in regard
to the tennis and swimaolng elub for reasoms which I shall explaln to
you when we Meebs

For veasons op which I can thwow wore light when we meeb, we
have deg¢ided to move out ell of the plants from the orangery so that the
storage spece for the orsnge trees etc, will be inadequstes I wondsr
whether we will ever need the ormnge trees in the fulure s3 I do not bew
lieve that itue orangery will be used for i1ts present purpose in time %o
come. What are your views in this regerd? Mr. Bryce sugrested glving
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the orsnge trees to Moun't Vernon as they ars in need of them, but naturally, I

would not want fo do that without consuliing with Hr.. Bliss and I should
like to have your éu@g%&aﬁﬁ before taking the matler up with her.

I hope you will forgive this rather uninspiring letter, but
I huve tried Lo answoer the things in the order in whieh you took them up
go that my sanswerg night be clserers

I eannot begin to tell you how glad I wm that we mey tum do
you for consultation and advice in regurd to 8ll these smetiers, I om im-

patiently looking forwsrd to your visid here in April and I sincerely btrust

that at thal time we may weke real headwsy with future plans,
®ith kind regerds,

Yours sincerely,



