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MEWMORTAL RESOLUTIONS OF TIE FACULTY OF THE UNIVERSITY ‘ ’(?’;#’w

OF WISCONSIN ON THE DFATH OF EMERITUQ\PROFESSOR A, A, VAS*LIE&JI
‘&—-"‘“ »—-—a____'_l
With~the death of Fmeritus Professor Alexander Alexzandrovich Vesiliev
on May 30, 1953, the world lest its foremost authority on the history of the
anzlﬁ““Emplre Born in Russia in 1867, Vasiliev received his scholarly
training in St. Petersburg, now Leningrad, and from study and research at West
Burcpeen end Near Eastern centers of learning. As a young man he taught in
Russian seccndary schools, bub he scon gained feme as a teacher and scholar and
secursd university eppointments first at Dorpat, and lafter in St. Petersburg.
There ne held the pcst as professor of Byzantine history, and at cne time served
as president of its Archeological Ccmmission.

In 1925 Professor Vasiliev came to Wisconsin as professor of Ancient
History, a chair he cccupied until his retirement in 1938. Ilater he was chosen
research scholar at Dumbarton Oaks Research Center, Washington, D. C., and still
held this post at the time of his death.

In Russia and at Wisconsin, Professor Vasiliev founded schools for
Byzantine studies which won world-wide recogniticn. For more than half a century
he taught Byzantine history, trained scholars, exnd produced research of lagiing
importance in that field. As a resecrcher he cast his net wide, watching for
traces of Byzantine connections end influence from Iceland to India and China.
With a reeding knowledge of fifteen languages, ancient and mcdern, he combined
excellent scholarly equipment and training with unusually wide cultural interests,
a seminal mind, and a remarksble power of synthesis. Vigorous mentally end
physically until the very end of his life, Frofesscr Vasiliev published works which
won wide acclaim for their originelity, daring generalizations, and profound
gcholarship. His death came only a few days after he had returned to his beloved
adopted country from an extensive tour of the Balkans,

At the opening of this century Professor Vasiliev published his
monumental work Byzantium and the Arabs. This was followed by histories of the
Middle Ages, of Medieval Civilization, and of the Byzentine Empire. The laest of
these, first published in Russia, was translated end published in the University ™
of Wiscoensin Studies, 1928 and 1930, and later trenslated into French and Spanish.
A revised cne-volume edition of this comprehensive work was in 1952 published by
the University of Wisconsin Press. Other books by Professor Vasiliev are, The
Goths in the Crimea (1936), The Russien Attack cn Constantinople (1946), and The
Fmperor T Justin I (1650). He contributed to the Cambridge Medieval History, edited
Three volumes of the Patrolegia Orientalis, and published dozens of research
erticles in American and Turcpeen lsarned Jjournals.

Although by tempercment artistic ernd ssnsitive, Professor Vasiliev was
totally unembittered by his unpleasant experiences during the Russian Revoluticn.
An szccomplished musicien end a world traveler, Trofessor Vesiliev gbounded in good
humor and had a great zest for life.

Editerially The New York Times of -June 3, 1653, said about Professor
Vasiliev (quoted in pari):

Prefsssor Vesiliew'!s scholarly

iy zchdievements were little short of
prodigious. ¢ wgs cne of tho 17 mriis and lseders in the EByzsntine
studies that nave besn stirrizms s czlizcvuer world over the vast
hali-century. Zis nobtgbls susil:s , espearizg in meny langusgss,
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ere far too numerous to menticn here., After the age of 80 he brought
out his detailed and original stuvdy of the Byzantine Emperor Justin I.
Last yeer the University of Wisconsin published his massive history

of the Byzentine Empire in a thoroughly rewritten edition. His
ccmmend of the tools of scholarship was unsurpassed: he was at heme

in all the important European languages encient and modern, and Arabic
as well. He was impecceble in his handling of his squrces, to many of
which he drew the attention of the learmed world for the first time,
He appraised those socurces with a serene judgment, and with a
perspective that never forgot the forest for the trees.

For thirteen years Professor Vasiliev rendered distinguished services to
the Unilversity of Wisconsin and gave luster to its name. The learned world of
. Europe honored him; the ancient University of Prague published a Festschrift
on his seventieth birthday; and he received special recognitions from Bulgaria,
Greece, and Yugoslavia. DProfessor Vasiliev never married and he left no near
relatives, but he is mourned by a host of devoted students, friends and admirers
in many lands.
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