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The gr eat Deesis has arr ived safely on the good s hi p 

Ada , which has been more than four months at sea . The pai nting 

i n some respect s i s the greatest whi ch has yet come to America 

f r om Constantinople . I do wish I could have you see it befor e 

it goes on exhib i tion anJ~here and of necessity into the mar ket. 

The Turkish Government has courteously asked me to 

open t he imperia l portr aits and the Deesis i n the south galler y . 

Although these mosaics have not yet been published , I have 

agreed to their unveiling and their publication i n the new 

catalogue of the ft.luseum. 

In v i ew ·of the always pos s i ble confiscation of 

scientif ic rights as well as property by Germans , 1 have de-

cided to make a ver y popular preliminary publica tion here in 

.Amer ica of all the mosaics that I have found i n ;..._ya Sofya not 

befor e published , but I he.ve not yet decided in v.~ hat magazine . 

The Oxfor d Pr ess says that fu rther de lay i _. publish ing 
• 

the third report i s inevitable . 

Some of t hd Sl avon ic libraries in P&ris, I wn to ld -

although it may not b ,_; true - have been tak~n fron! Paris to 

Berlin . Cur library i s , or VJas on t he l Gth of March , still 

unmol ested . 
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We have for months been trying to bring two of 

our collabor ators in Par i s over to America, but it is still 

imposs ible to get per mits for them to l eave occupied France . 
• 

That would leave one man in Paris to guard the library and 

its records . We have one man working in Ca iro . 

Our effort i n reaching thes t men with money fo r 

food in Paris you will understand i s exercising all our skill . 

I should like very much to come to the :Nest Coast 

to give some l ect ures on the mosaics and Byzantine art in 

gener a l, which could be illustrated wit h colored moving 

p ictures . 

There is a question which f ace to face I can dis-

cuss with you . It is i n regard to a ddit ions to your coptic 

colle ction at Dumb [;· rton Oaks , which coul d be l i fted , to a p lace 

of uni que eminence i n this country , -Jut for this I must wait 

until we can discuss the matter tog ether . 
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