VISITOR INFORMATION
The Dumbarton Oaks Gardens, Museum, and Museum
Shop are open daily (except Mondays and holidays).
Please note that the terrain of the gardens may present
challenges for some visitors; the museum is fully accessible.
For more information, please visit www.doaks.org/visit.
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The Rose Garden is the largest of the terraces. Over fifty
varieties of nearly a thousand roses are planted here in the
Blisses’ favorite part of the garden. Their ashes are interred
behind an inscribed sandstone slab in the west wall. Across
the garden, a bench displays their coat of arms and family
motto Quod Severis Metes: As you sow, so shall you reap.
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Through the gate is the Beech Terrace, with an American
beech, Fagus grandifolia, whose roots are covered in spring
with flowering bulbs. Steps to the east lead down to the Urn
Terrace, changed by Ruth Havey from Farrand’s simpler design
of boxwood to curves of brick and ivy with a pebble mosaic.
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$40 REDUCED Individual Season Pass
$50 REDUCED Double Season Pass
$60 REDUCED Family Season Pass

MUSEUM
1703 32nd Street NW
Open daily 11:30 am–5:30 pm
(closed Mondays and holidays)
Free admission year-round
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Unlimited access for the SHORTENED 2017
season with a reduced price Season Pass:

TOURS
A brief introductory tour of the Gardens takes place at
2:10 pm. Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday (depending on
weather conditions). To join the tour, please meet the docent
just inside the garden entrance. For booking a docent-led
special interest tour (10–40 people), visit www.doaks.org/
visit/guided-tours.

Begin at the Orangery, built in 1810, and covered within
by a large creeping fig, Ficus pumila, planted in the northwest corner in 1860. Continue through to the Green
Garden, designed for entertaining and to provide visual
and textural interest in winter. In the center of the
balustrade is a testimonial plaque to Beatrix Farrand.
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SHORTENED 2017 Season: March 15–July 9

Season Member Benefits • Members receive a 10%
museum shop discount and free garden visits. Memberships
can be purchased at the garden entrance (regular season
only) and at the Museum Shop, or via our website at
www.doaks.org/visit. For more information please contact
202-339-6420 or gardenvisitor@doaks.org.
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GARDENS
31st & R Streets, NW

Open daily 2:00 pm–6:00 pm
Closed Mondays, holidays, and in hazardous conditions
$10 Regular admission
$8 Seniors (60+),
$5 for students and children from 2 to 12 years old
Free for Harvard faculty, students, and staff
with Harvard photo ID
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From the iron overlooks, view the Fountain Terrace, with
two lead fountains within a grass plat bordered by flowers:
tulips in spring, perennials and annuals in summer, and
chrysanthemums in fall.
North through the gate is the Arbor Terrace, named after
the wisteria-covered arbor. Formerly an herb garden, the
paved terrace is a pot garden in summer with tubs of
gardenias, lantana, and citrus. An aerial hedge of Kieffer
pears partially encloses the terrace.
Return through the Fountain Terrace to the Terrior Column,
modeled after a nineteenth-century terrier’s tomb that Farrand
saw in Naples, Italy. A pipe-playing Pan points to Lovers’ Lane
Pool and Mélisande’s Allée. The Roman-style amphitheater
facing the pool seats fifty people. From the pool, a brick path
winds between two rows of silver maples, Acer saccharinum. In
early spring the ground is carpeted with crocus, Chionodoxa,
scilla, and later narcissus and Virginia bluebells.
Farther down Mélisande’s Allée are the English-style
Herbaceous Borders, marked with Irish yews at either end,
and planted seasonally with tulips, annuals, perennials, and
chrysanthemums. To the north is Prunus Walk, an axis of
Prunus x blireana separating the small Cutting Garden from the
herb and vegetable gardens and the larger Kitchen Garden.

Continue through the walk to Cherry Hill, where different
species of cherry trees and various bulbs bloom in early spring.
Visible through the fence along the north border is Dumbarton
Oaks Park, designed by Farrand to be a naturalistic landscape
of stream, woodland, and meadow. The Blisses donated these
twenty-seven acres to the U.S. government in 1940. An acre of
Forsythia x intermedia ‘Spectabilis’ unites the two properties,
turning the entire slope to gold in the spring. Nearby is the
Catalogue House, which houses a rotating display of images
from the Library’s Rare Book Collection.
Around the drive is the Ellipse, a double row of American
hornbeams, Carpinus caroliniana, clipped into an aerial hedge
surrounding a seventeenth-century Provençal fountain. The
original ellipse that Farrand designed of boxwood was the
culmination of the north-south axis of Box Walk connecting the
Ellipse with the upper terraces.
Halfway up Box Walk is the Pebble Garden, a pattern of colored
Mexican pebbles designed by Ruth Havey in the 1960s. The
Bliss family crest and motto are incorporated into the design.
Continue by the path on the west side of the Pebble Garden, up
around Crabapple Hill to the North Vista, where four narrowing
terraces create an enhanced perspective. Two deodar cedars,
Cedrus deodara ‘Shalimar’, and two weeping cherries, Prunus
subhirtella var. pendula, frame the view.
Close to the house is the smallest of the garden rooms, the Star
Garden, marked by astrological motifs and enclosed by a white
azalea hedge of Rhododendron mucronatum ‘Indica Alba’. The
Blisses used the Star Garden for meals and socializing. A nearby
stairway leads down past the Horseshoe Fountain and Pepper
Pot to the Swimming Pool and the Loggia’s tile mosaic of Diana
and Actaeon. At the end of the Loggia, a path leads upwards
through the boxwood to the Beech Terrace and Orangery.
Follow the front driveway around the front of the house to the
brick walkway outside the Rare Book Collection, an unusual path
designed as a winding ribbon terminating in scrollwork. In spring
a variety of small bulbs, hydrangeas, and flowering magnolias
line the Havey-designed Ribbon Walk. As you return along
the gravel drive to the entrance, notice the spreading katsura,
Cercidiphyllum japonicum, with branches parallel to the ground,
just east of the R Street entrance. Nearby is a large Japanese
maple, Acer palmatum, with a spread of over seventy feet.
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